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1. The Stolen Horse 


Once a tired traveller who was riding 

his horse the whole day, saw a shady 

grove of trees. He got down, and after 
letting the horse to graze nearby, he lay 
~ down under a shady tree. 
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ffér a few hours, the traveller woke up and saw that 
his horse was missing. He searched around the 
grove but could not find his horse. He saw a stout 
stick lying on the ground. Now, he knew that 
someone must have stolen the horse. He picked the 
stick and started walking towards the nearby village. 


He went to the village’s market. Then he waved the 
stick and shouted, “Who has stolen my horse ? 
Whosoever has done this, must 

return my horse or Ill do what I 
had done the last time.” 
By his loud voice, the 
iiiiel gol. scared... .He 
brought the horse and 
handed it over to the 
traveller and asked ina 
whisper, “What did you 
do the last time, your 
horse was stolen ?” 


The traveller smiled and 
Sade on! | bought a 
new horse from the 
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2. The Smelly Lion ool Le 
Once the lion king fell very ill. Soonage® ~_-g 


to meet him: Buteeverea ee steps away [4 
from the den, they could smell a foul smell. So, 
they put hankies to their noses to keep off the 
smell. 7 
While meeting the animals, the lion asked the 
reason for that. A bear and a zebra spoke up, 
“Because a bad smell is coming out of your body.” 
The lion lost his temper at such insulting words. 
He promptly killed them. The other animals ran 
"iy away to save their lives. 


One day a clever fox came to 
eet the lion. “ihe. tow 
asked him the same 
question. The fox had 
noticed the dead bodies 
of the bear and the zebra 
near the den. So he said, 
“Your ‘Majesty, =i came 
smell because my nose 
is closed due to cold.” 
With these words, the fox 
ran away to save his life. 
He knew that one must 
speak according to the 
ituation. 


3. The Foolish Friends 


Once a mouse and a frog were close 
f/ friends. They spent most of their 
. time together. 
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hen the frog would go back to the 
pond, the mouse would miss him. In the 
same way, the frog grew sad everytime the mouse 
went off in search of food. So they took a rope and 
tied one end of it around the frog’s leg and the other 
to the mouse’s foot. Every time they missed each 
other, one would pull the rope to call the other. 
One day, the frog went deep underwater in the 
pond in search of food. He forgot that his foot was 
tied with the mouse’s. He went deeper and deeper 
in the water. Soon the poor mouse was pulled into 
the water and drowned. 
An eagle flying over the pond 
spotted the dead mouse. 
The eagle came down, 
took the mouse in its 
beak and flew away. The 
frog who was tied at the 
other end of the rope 
was also found by the 
eagle. The eagle ate him 
too. Thus, the lives of 
both the friends came to 
an end because of their 
foolishness. 


4. The Lion’s Wish 


Once a fierce lion lived in a forest. 
A woodcutter with his wife and their //. 
beautiful daughter Rupa lived in a. y 
small htit. by the edge of the torest= 
Once the lion happened to see Rupa. = was a : 
captivated by her beauty that he wished to make 

her his wife. 


So the lion went to the woodcutter’s hut and roared 
loudly. “O Woodcutter, I want to marry your 
daughter Rupa. Ifyou refuse I! will kill you all.” 
The woodcutter said, “Let me ask my daughter first.” 
He went inside the hut and came out a few minutes 
later. Then he said, “Rupa is scared of your sharp 
teeth and claws. She said if you would cut them off, 
she will agree to be your wife.” 
Without any further thought, 
the lion got his teeth, and 
Ae laws removed. Without 
the claws and teeth, the 
lion was now no longer 
powerful. Even the 
@ woodcutter was not 
afraid of him anymore. 
~ He began to beat the lion 
with a heavy stick. 
Unable to attack back, 
the lion ran to the forest 
and never came back. 


5. The Mean Crow 


FOnce, two crows Sonu and Monu 
were close friends. One day, they 
got into an argument to prove their 
| = superiority. To decide who was better 
than the other, they decided on a challenge. Each 
of them was supposed to fly with a bag filled with 
something in their beaks. The crow who could fly 
up higher would be declared the best. 


But Sonu was amean crow. He put cotton balls in 
his bag and salt in Monu’s bag. Then the two 
crows took flight. Soon Sonu was flying higher 
than Monu, as he had lightweight cotton in his 
bag. But Monu could not gain height due to the 
salt in his bag. 

As the crows were flying, it 
started to drizzle. The cotton 
in Sonu’s bag soaked up 
the raindrops and grew 
héavyeeson the \other 
handgsrithe “salt “1ne) _ 
Monu’s bag melted _° 
away is the rain and © 
became very light. 
Now Monu flew up * 
higher and thus won 
the challenge. Inspite~ 
of cheating, Sonu "¢ 
could not win the ~ 


challenge. ee ae 


6. The Rabbit’s Friend 


One day, a rabbit was taking a stroll 
in the evening. He was busy enjoying 
the light breeze and the bounty of Wa 
nature. Suddenly he spotted a fox Ny bY Peg 
approaching him. The rabbit got scare lt me 
thought of running away. But the fox came up to 
him and said, “Relax friend, don’t be afraid of me. I 
want to be your friend. I will not harm you.” 
The fox poured out such sweet talk that soon the 
rabbit fell right into his trap. Day by day the 
rabbit became a close friend of the fox. 
One day, the fox invited the rabbit for lunch. The 
rabbit, dressed in his finest suit, reached the fox’s 
house. The fox gave the rabbit a warm welcome. 
Then he offered him the rabbit’s 
_ favourite dish, carrot juice. But 
even after drinking the carrot 
juice, the rabbit was still 
hungry. He asked the 
fox: “Erend i jhasttthe 
lunch not been cooked 
yet?’ 


The fox smiled and said, 
“Mine is ready because | 
can “have -rawe linen 
With these words, the 
» @ fox pounced on the 
rabbit and ate him up. 


7. The Notorious Animals 


A E Once a fox and a wolf got into a petty 
: A, argument. Soon the argument grew 
AS—fy into a fierce fight. They decided to go 
_ ©. to the law court for justice. Both the 
xnimats told their sides of the story to the monkey 
judge. 
After hearing their stories, the monkey judge grew 
thoughtful. So finally the monkey judge read out 
his judgement. It read, “We all know that foxes are 
very clever and mean. The tales of their tricks are 
known all over the world. They can never be fooled. 
The fox will thus be punished for falsely accusing 
the wolf.” 
On hearing that, the wolf looked proud but the 
the monkey judge continued, 
“On the other hand, wolves 
are not less cruel than the 
foxes. They can never be 
trapped with flattery or 
tricks. I am sure the 
wolf is lying too. So he 
is also fit to receive the ~ 
same punishment.” : 
So neither the fox nor 
the wolf could win the 
case. Because of their 
notorious reputation 
both of them got the, 
punishment. 


8. Help Yourself 


Once, two mice entered a dairy. AS 4 
they were looking for something to : a. 
eat, they slipped and fell into alarge =~“ ee S 
drum full of milk. They did not know — ae 
how to swim. Soon they started drowning. | 
Both of them started struggling to stay afloat. One 
of the mice said, “Friend, I think we are going to 
drown. No one can help us now. I wish God would 
send someone to help us!” 


The other mouse calmly said, “Do not be afraid my 

friend. We mustnot lose heart): We must*keep 

trying.” 

But a few minutes later, the first mouse gave up 

hope. He did not try and so he drowned. The other 

mouse saw his friend drowning in 

mer~ the milk and felt very sorry. 

He kept moving his legs to 

try to keep afloat. Soon 
this had a churning 
effect and a thick layer of 
cream fat was formed on 
the milk’s surface. With 
great effort, the mouse 
climbed the creamy 
layer and jumped out to 
safety: Thee?m owse 
realized that God helps 
those who help 
themselves. 


9. The Brainy Donkey 


_ Once a donkey was grazing at the 
edge of the village. He was so lost in 
“" eating the sweet green grass, that he 
wandered into the forest nearby. 


Soon it was evening and the donkey decided to go 
home. So he turned to take the path which led to 
the village. As he walked on, suddenly, he was 
confronted by a big fierce lion. The sight of the 
lion’s large mane and sharp claws scared the 
donkey. 

But the donkey was very clever. He addressed the 
lion and said, “Oh ! Your Majesty, what a pleasure 
to see you. I would be honoured to serve you as 
your dinner. But I must tell you about the spats | 
way of eating a donkey. It is said , 
that one must start eating 
from the hind legs. That 
part tastes the best.” 
The lion believed the 
donkey and as he went 
behind him, the 
donkey kicked the lion 
with great force. The 
lion was knocked down ~ 
and fell into a thorny ~ 
bush. By the time he 
“Was orn itnis: feet; ‘the 
donkey had run off to 
the village. 


10. Elephant’s Teeth 


Once a hungry mouse found a small 
nut. He started to bite into it but its , 
cover was hard and thick. The © 
mouse’s tiny teeth could not cut into it. 
The irritated mouse prayed aloud to God, = ee 
“Oh God! Why did you give me such tiny teeth ? I 
have food here but I cannot eat.” 

Immediately he heard God’s voice, “Dear Mouse, go 
and look at the other animals’ teeth. Whosoever’s 
teeth you like, will be given to you.” 


So the mouse went to the forest nearby. He looked 

at the teeth of many animals living there. But he 

did not like their teeth at all. At last the mouse went 

to the elephant. He was much impressed by the 

_ long, white tusks of the elephant. The little mouse 

St asked the elephant, “Sir, are you 

Ad _ happy with your long 
beautiful teeth >” 

At this, the elephant 

replied, “Friend, these 

teeth are just for show. I 

cannot use them to chew 

food like you do. At least 

you don’t have to bear 

the heavy weight of your 

teeth” 


Hearing this, the mouse 
~_thanked God for giving 
mee him the tiny teeth. 


11. The Trusting Shepherd 
A shepherd used to take his flock of 
sheep to graze in a meadow. A wolf 
used to eye his fat sheep. He wanted 
yay to eat them. So he made a plan. 


One day he went to the shepherd and spoke to him 
in a soft voice. But the shepherd knew that the wolf 
could harm his flock. So he was very cautious. The 
cunning wolf slowly took him into confidence and 
soon they became friends. Meanwhile, the wolf 
with great difficulty, controlled his urge to attack 
the sheep that roamed near him. The shepherd 
started trusting the wolf. 

One day the shepherd had to return to the village 
in haste. He left the flock of sheep in the care of his @ 
friend, the wolf. The wolf had : 

waited patiently for such a .@. 
chance for many weeks 4 'Y 
now. As soon as the 4 
shepherd left, the wolf 
pounced on the sheep. 
He sate. dap. .most,.-of 
them. The shepherd¢é 
returned and saw the# 
remains of his flock. Hef a 4 
realized that they ‘ol 
wicked wolf hag eae 
betrayed him. He crieq\” 
out in sorrow fon 
trusting the cruel woll 


12. The Clever Barber 


One day, a barber was going to the 
next village. On the way he had to (% 
pass through a forest full of wild ¢ 
animals. 
Suddenly all his worst fears came true. A fice¥e™ 
came and stood before him. But the barber 
gathered courage and went to the lion. The lion was 
surprised to see the barber acting this way. The 
barber said, “Ah! Here you are and I have been 
searching all the nearby forests to look for you.” 


The lion was taken aback at the barber’s words. 
With some fear in his heart, he asked the barber, 
“But why were you looking for me ?” 

The barber replied, “The king had asked me to 
catch two lions for him. I have 
already caught one of them. I 
guess you will be the next 


”? 


One. 


And then the _ barber 
took a mirror and put it 
before the lion’s face. 
ve aton “saw ie 
reflection and mistook it 
for another lion. 
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So the lion ran away to 
save his life and the 
lever barber went on 
cu oullt . ci ee is way. 


13. The ‘Brave’ Hunter 


Once a hunter lived in a village. He 

used to boast of his brave hunting 

trips to the villagers. The villagers 
respected him a lot. He mostly told 
sveryotge. how he had fought a lion bare handed or 
of killing an elephant with a single bullet. He said 
that the tiny animals used to get scared even at 
the sight of him. 
One day, the hunter was passing through a forest. 
A woodcutter from the same village, was busy 
cutting trees. The boastful hunter approached him 
and said, “How are you? It’s a fine day, isn’t it?” 


“Yes, Yes, indeed!” the woodcutter replied. 


“Well, can you tell me if you have seen some foot- 
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prints of the lon nearby? Its 
Say months since [| Abe L 
any.” 

The woodcutter knew 
that the hunter only | 
boasted. So he said, 
“Yes, a lion is in a (a 
nearby den. Can | take . — | 
Voucdicren soul ties a 
scared hunter said, 
“No.. No... I only just”. / 
“ante atoayseec iis * "HA, 
footprints.” And so the ip g" 
boastful hunter ran », a \4 
away from the spot. \) 


14. Lazy Monu 


Once, a lazy rabbit named Monu 
lived in a forest. He never did any 
work at home. He walked and 
hopped slowly. He never reached 
anywhere in time because he was slow 
and lazy. His parents always warned him, “Son, 
your laziness will make you suffer one day. Please 
leave this bad habit.” 

But Monu never paid heed to their advice. He did 
not leave his bad habit of laziness. 


One day Monu was lying under a shady tree. Some 

other rabbits were playing nearby. Just then 

another rabbit, named Sonu, saw a wolf coming 

down the path. He went to the other rabbits and 

said, “Kriends, let us run away. The wolf is coming 
WA, BY here. He will eat us up.” 

' . All the rabbits heard him and 
vo» “WX ran off. Sonu tried to wake 
: up Monu but he said, 

\"s » ODL The: wollte clita 
s little longer.” 


away. Let me sleep a 


Sonu went away. Soon 
the wolf came to the 
spot. Monu could not 
run away in time. The 
wolf pounced and killed 
him. So the Monu lost 
if < his” dife, due, tegeuis 
ee laziness. 
a .. * GD 


15. The Fox’s Gift 


The forest was buzzing with 
activity. All the animals and birds 
ia were dressed in their best. They 
—~~_-— @ “ were all carrying colourfully packed 
ofits and heading for the lion’s den. It was the 
lion king’s birthday and he had invited everyone. 


At the den, all the animals were present but the 
fox was absent. The wolf was jealous of the fox. So 
he got achance to get him in trouble. 

The wolf said to the lion, “Your Majesty, see how 
insulting the fox has been. He has not come to 
wish or gift you on this great occasion.” 

Just then the fox reached the den. He overheard 
the wolf talking against him. The clever fox grew 
thoughtful. Then he said, “Your 
Majesty, I got late because I 
had gone to get magical 
shoes for you. They will 
keep you forever young. — 
But unfortunately I 
couldn’t get them.” 
“Why?” The lion asked. 
“Because there was no 
wolf skin to make it.” 
The wolf heard this 
and ran away from the 
den. He did not want 
to be killed to be made 
into the lion’s shoes. 


16. The Poor Devotee 


Once a very poor man lived in a 
village. He worked very hard the 
whole day. But the wages of his 
labour could barely feed his family 
once a day. His house was nothing but ; 
an old hut with a leaky roof. But all through such 
misery, the poor man did not ever complain to God. 
He was also thankful for what he had. He went to 
the village temple everyday. There he would offer 
flowers to God and then go around the temple 
seven times over. Only then would the poor man go 
to work. 


Once, God felt very sorry for the poor condition of 
his devotee. So he thought, “Tomorrow I'll keep a 
bag full of gold coins for him outside the temple. He 

a will pick it up and all his 


= _ miseries will be over.” 
| Next morning, the devotee 
— a decided to go around the 
,.. temple with his eyes 
closed and chanting 
God’s name. So he never 
saw the bag with gold 
coins. After his departure, 
God took the bag and 
said, “No ,oneé. gets 
anything before his 
lucky time or more than 
his fortune has in its 


17. The Thankless Snake 


Once there was a kind hearted 
farmer. So many atimes, he would 
help the other farmers in their fields. 


/ liked to give love and care to animals and birds. 
One day the farmer went to a nearby village. As 
he was returning, he saw an injured snake on the 
road. It seemed that when the snake was 
crawling across the road some bullock cart had 
run over the creature. Luckily the snake was 
alive but it was unconscious. Its wounds were 
bleeding. The kind farmer gently wrapped -the 
injured snake in acloth and took it home. 

At home, the farmer washed and put some 
medicine on its wounds. Then 
he left the snake at home 
and went to the market 
to get some milk for it. ~~ 
When he came back, 4 
the snake had become «| 
conscious. It bit the a 
farmer and he died 
instantly. 

The villagers’ said 
sadly, “The farmer did 
not know that an evil 
creature never changes 
its nature.” 


18. Fruits of Labour 


Once, a very lazy boy named Ramu 
lived in a small village. He spent all 
his time loitering around and was 
always busy in daydreaming. He 
avoided to do any work. 
One day Ramu found a bag full of money. He was 
delighted. He knew that one had to work to earn 
money. But he felt lucky for getting money without 
any effort at all. Ramu went and bought many tasty 
sweets from the bakery. Then he got some new 
clothes. In such a way, he started to spend the 
money he had got. 
His mother said, “Son, don’t waste the money. Use 
it to start some business. Work hard at it and you 
will become rich.” 
Y. 


But Ramu said, “I have no need 
to work. I have a lot of money.” 


Within a few months 
Ramu had spent all the 
money in the bag. Soon 
he had not even a morsel 
BO “Gal ate Noten ot ire 
villagers also refused to 
employ such a lazy boy. 
Then Ramu understood 
that free money was not 
WOrth it. Only trite so. 
labour can feed a man 
lifelong. 


19. The Bird Doctor 


Once there was a man who 4oved 
birds a lot. He made an aviary. It was 
'alarge cage in which the birds could 
- ive and even fly around inside. 

Everyday, the man would keep fresh 
grains, nuts and water for the birds. 
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One day, in the absence of the man, a clever cat 
dressed up as a doctor and went to the aviary. 
There he called out, “Birds ! My friends, open the 
door. I have come to check you up. Your master 
has sent me.” 

The birds were intelligent enough to comprehend 
the tricky trap being laid by the wily cat. They said, 
“You are acat and our arch enemy. We won't op 
the door at all.” ; 
“But friends, I am a doctor. | 
cannot harm you. And this 
is a professional visit.” 
But the birds refused 
to open the door of the 
aviary. The cat went 
away defeated. 

Then the birds chirped 
out loud, “Just like a 
leopard never changes 
its spots, we all knowa 
Cate TleVver. Aen ds.dts 
ways.” 


20. Horse and the Donkey 


Once a brave soldier had a swift 
horse and a hard working donkey. 
He used the horse during the battles. >) 
The donkey he had kept, carried loads (F 
of goods when there was no war, so as to 
earn some money. 
The donkey was jealous of the horse as he 
thought that the horse was generally enjoying 
idle life whereas he worked hard and earned 
livelihood for the master and also for the horse. 
One day the soldier learnt that there would be war 
between his kingdom and the neighbouring 
country. The donkey felt happy. He thought with 
pleasure. « Oh! «Lhe. horse. twilleac ato sive 
battleground and I will be free to 
enjoy. here.” 50s ‘the donkey 
l6aSEG, the Horse ie sities, 
then, a message was 
received that a treaty 
had been signed. So 
there would be no war. 
The’ “soldier -cctie tiie 
donkey to a merchant’s 
house to carry his goods 
to earn some money. So 
. the donkey was taught a 
lesson because he had 
teased someone who 
was sad and worried. 


21. Save The Green Earth 


God created this whole wonderful 
. world. He made it beautiful, happy 

and green. There were large green 

“ fields with grass and colourful flowers. 
Then God made birds and animals to live in 
the meadows and the fields, the woods and the 
forests. After that God created Man to take care of 
his beautiful creations. He made Man as the most 
intelligent and best of all his creations. 
But then, God had some doubt in his mind. He 
wondered if Man would really take good care of his 
creations. So he warned Man, “You must keep 
earth as green and as beautiful as I have created it. 
Do not commit any sin when you go to Earth. Oras 
a punishment the earth willlose 
its beauty and will turn into a a 
vast desert.” 
Soon Man forgot God’s | 
warning. He _ started 
stealing, lying and 
committing other sins. 
So Earth turned into a 
vast desert. But when 
Man realized his 
niistakes> then Goa 
forgave him. That is 
why there is still some 
ercenery’ left on the 
Earth yet. 


22. The New King 


One day, all the animals of the 
forest gathered together. That da 
was the election day. The birds andi 
animals of the forest were going to 
vote and elect a new king. After voting’ 4 “4 
in the morning, the counting was completed in 
the evening. 

The fox was declared to be the new king. His 
competitor, the jackal had lost the election. 

After losing the election, the jackal wanted to 
teach the fox a lesson. So he started thinking. 
Then he: saw a trapyset byxssomeshunters.; phey 
had left some meat to attract some animal to the 
trap. 


~The jackal went and told the fox 
~- that some meat was _ lying 
unattended. He could go and 
eat utsslThe fox rgenedie 
the spot. He picked the 
meat and got caught in 
the trap. 


The jackal called all the 
\ animals and showed 
| them the fox and said, “If 
a king cannot control his 
desires and believes 
others without thinking, 
he can never be a good 
leater. 
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23. Everyone Is Important 


The hon king was busy appointing 
_ various animals at different posts. 
Yy The cheetah had been made the 
army commander because he was 
quick to think and the fastest runner. The 
wise elephant had been made the prime minister. 
Time passed by and other animals also got their 
posts. In the end only the rabbit, the tortoise and 
the donkey were left. 


At this, the animals started laughing. The zebra 
said, “The rabbit gets scared easily and the tortoise 
takes hours to move an inch. The donkey is a fool. 
They cannot get any postin the royal court.” 

But the lon king said, “No friends, please don’t 
tease them. All animals have different and ubdue 
qualities. The rabbit will be Our . j 
messenger because he runs, 40 
fast. The tortoise can hide 
and spy on the border = 
posts. The loud voice of 
the donkey can be used 
as a bugle call. We 
must learn to respect 
everyone.” 
Thus all the animals of® 
the forest learnt a new 
lesson that day. 


24. Wealth Spells Trouble 


Once a rich jeweller and an iron” 
merchant were walking down a path 
with their donkeys. 

The jeweller had decorated his donkey 


donkey was carrying gold coins and precious gems" 
in the two large sacks. On the other hand, the iron 
merchant’s donkey was simple. In his sacks he 
was carrying some iron tools. The jeweller’s donkey 
was feeling very proud about his appearance and 
precious goods. He walked with a proud gait. The 
other donkey walked slowly and calmly. 

Suddenly a gang of dacoits stopped them. The 
jeweller and the iron merchant ran away leaving 
their donkeys behind. The dacoits 
»jiooked through the iron 
"= merchant’s goods. They 
found nothing valuable 
and let the donkey go. 
Then they saw the proud 
donkey. They took away 
his costly goods and his 
silk clothes. When the 
donkey resisted, they 
beat him up. The donkey 
learnt that pride and 
eee} wealth both invite 

a LOL Ole. 


25. Look Where You Walk 


Once there was a very famous 
astrologer. Day and night he kept 
himself busy studying the positions 
of the Sun, Moon, Stars and Planets to 
the future. He used to get so engrossed in 
looking up at the sky that many a times he did not 
even know where he was stepping. 


One day he was walking as usual with his head up 
and eyes observing the sky. Suddenly he tripped 
on a large stone and fell by the roadside. He got 
stuck in a thorny bush. The thorns started 
piercing his skin and he was in great pain. Some 
passers-by helped the astrologer and then asked 
him how he had fallen into the thorn-bush. When 
the astrologer told them, one of 
them commented, “You look % 
up at the sky and can 
calculate good and bad 
times and even predict 
the future. But how 
come you cannot see 
what is right here in 
front of your very eyes? 
Stop dreaming and 
start living in the real 
world.” 

The astrologer felt 
ashamed on _ hearing 
such comments. 


) ON * se 
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26. The Dishonest Bear 


Once the wolf said some insulting 
words to the lion king during a 
conversation and ran away. In anger 
the lion king started chasing the wolf 
to kill him. | : 

As the wolf ran around the forest he saw a bear. He 
said, “Please save me. The king is chasing me. He 
will surely kill me. Can you hide me somewhere?” 
“Yes, why not ?” said the bear. “Come to my cave. 
You can hide there as long as you want.” 

The wolf went and hid in his cave. A few moments 
later, the hon came and asked the bear, “Have you 
seen the wolf ?” 


The bear replied, “No, I haven’t, Your Majesty.” But 
~~ he signalled the lion to look in the 
Cave.” “Phe aurorn mericir ee 
understand the signal and 
went away. Soon the wolf 
came out of the cave and 
started to walk away. 
“Won’t you thank me?” 
, the bear asked. 
-\ “What for >?” the wolf 
said. “For lying to the 
lion or signalling him 
about me. You are not 
an honest friend at all.” 


27. Cruel Wolf’s Failure 


Once avery fierce and cruel wolf lived 
-~*in a forest. One year, there was a 
severe drought all over the country. 
There were no rains. So streams and 
rivers had dried up. There were no grains 
or fruits growing anywhere. Many animals died 
due to hunger and thirst. Lack of animals made the 
wolf very hungry. He soon became so thin, that he 
looked like an ill animal. 
One day, the wolf strayed into a meadow stealthily. 
The shepherd had left his flock of sheep unattended. 
He had left some buckets of water for them to drink. 
The wolf spotted the sheep and thought, “Oh, Iam so 
lucky. Here are many fat sheeps. igh eat them and 
drink all the water too.” > - 


He said aloud, “Friends, | am | 


— 


at all. Can one of you 
bring some water here 
tome?” 

But the cautious sheep 
replied, “We are not 
fools. We are sorry for 
your state of health but 
"we won't come to you to — 
become your lunch.” 

So the cruel wolf’s plan 
failed due to the alert 
sheep. 


28. Thorns And Petals 


A small boy was playing in the 
garden. He saw that the berry plant 
in the garden was bearing fruits. He 
kept playing but was soon attracted 
towards the berries. The boy started 
picking the berries. The bush had many 
too. Each time the boy picked a berry, the thorn 
would prick his tiny, soft fingers. Then a large 
thorn pierced his thumb. The boy started crying 
and rushed to his mother in the kitchen. After 
hearing him out, his mother said, “Son, to achieve 
something in life, there are other things that you 
may have to lose. Even after feeling the prick of the 
thorns you could get to the juicy berries. You were 
concentrating too much on getting the berries. If 
you had observed the thorns 
before, then you could have 
held the thorns away with 

one hand and used the 

other hand to pick the 

berries. Then the thorns 

would not have pricked 


” 


Atterech 2 aii pices tls 
example, the little boy 
learnt that one has to face 
many hurdles to achieve 
even. the .sivakbect 
success or goal. 


29. Seeking Contentment 
One day Mohan met Sohan. He 
asked, “Sohan, what’s up? You look 
so happy ?” 
tes? @saide Sohany“kigot) married 
recently.” 

“Oh! That’ Sa great news. Congratulations” 

“I don’t need congratulations. My wife is very dark 
pndetiply. slerdoo not. like: «her .at:all;’ sSohan 
commented. 

“Ah! That’s indeed a sorry news!” Mohan said sadly. 
“Oh! [am not sorry at all because I received a grand 
- mansion as adowry,” Sohan said happily. 

“You are indeed lucky!” Mohan commented. 

“What good luck! I was very unlucky. The mansion 
caught fire and was burnt to ashes in an hour.” 
Sohan told Mohan. 
“That’s really unfortunate. 
Mohan said in a sad tone. 
“No...No !” Sohan said. 
“I was happy because 
when the house caught 
fire, my wife was in it. 
She also died in the 
ine. 

Mohan held his head in 
his hands and thought, 
“Some people are never 
content with life, just 
like my foolish friend 
Sohan.” 


30. Pride Takes A Fall 


On a roadside stood a tall and fe 
banyan tree. It was a home to many 
squirrels and birds. Just by its side 
stood the green leafy mango tree. It 
bore sweet, juicy mangoes. Many peoplg Mise 
would rest under the shady tree and enjoy its sweet 
fruits too. No one ever paid much attention to the 
old banyan tree. 

The mango tree had grown proud of its appearance. 
One day it said to the banyan tree, “See how 
important I am. Everyone eyes me with greedy 
looks. People like my tasty fruits. No one asks for 
you because I am the best !” 


‘Don't feelso proud; the banyan tree saideeiis 
j the law ofyaature. Every tree has its own place 
® in nature.” 


Next day the king’s soldiers 
Syse came and picked all the 
«> mangoes of the mango 
tree. They picked them so 
_ roughly that they broke 
“many branches and 
leaves too. After they left, 
'* the mango tree looked 
ugly and was in pain. The 
banyan tree said, “See 
4how your proud beauty 
-has ruined you, while I 
am standing here safe 
and sound.” 


( é Sl. ‘Sweet’ Truth 


J themselves as best as they could. 
Then with gifts, they all left for the 
eere king’s den. At the den, all the 
arrangements had been made. The king had 
invited all the animals and birds for a grand 
buffet. All were present there for they did not 
want to offend the lion. At the fixed time the cake 
was cut. Then everyone sang the birthday song 
and enjoyed the feast. 

After the party, the lion noticed that all had come 
excep, the donkey., Then he, thought, maybe 
some urgent work had stopped him. The next day 
when the lion met the donkey, he asked bap 
about it. The donkey replied, x. 
“Oh! I don’t like attending 
parties. There is no place 
like home. So I stayed 
home and relaxed.” 
The donkey had told the 
truth but in an insulting 
way. In anger the lion 
banished the donkey 
from the jungle. Since 
then the donkey has 
lived with men and 
carried their loads 
because he could not 
speak the truth sweetly. 


GD 


32. The Clever Merchant 


One rainy night, two men entered a 
guest house to rent rooms. There 
was only one vacant room. So both of | 
them had to settle to share it. Actually ¥ & 
one of them was a thief and the other was 
a rich diamond merchant. The thief had SESH 
following the merchant for sometime. The 
merchant was carrying a lot of cash and precious 
diamonds with him. When the guest house owner 
gave the same room to both of them, the thief’s 
heart filled with joy. 


Both of them kept their luggage in the room. A few 
minutes later, the merchant went out for dinner. 
He thief searched through the merchant’s 

; luggage, but he did not find any 
diamonds. Soon the merchant 
returned and both of them 
went to sleep. 


Next morning the thief 
asked the merchant, 
“Sir, I am a thief. I was 
trying to steal your 
diamonds. But I did not 
find them in your bag.” 
The merchant smiled 
and said, “The diamonds 
_ are kept in your bag. I 
knew that you would 
never search there.” 


33. The Lion’s View Point 


Once a man and a lion were good 

friends. One day they decided to go 

) and see how a city looked like. The 

“Xt lion lived in the forest near the man’s 

la yOne morning, they met outside the village 
and left to see the city. 


On the way, gradually both of them started 
boasting about himself saying that he was better 
than the other. Soon they started speaking loudly 
as they gave example of their feats. Then the 
discussion warmed up. Soon the heated argument 
could be heard from far away. 

The man and the lion kept arguing. They reached 
the city square. There was a statue of a man 
standing with his feet on a lion’s . 
chest. The man pointed to the 
statue and said, “Look, the 
man is standing with his 
feet on the lion’s chest. 
This proves men are 
more powerful.” 

But the lion said, “You 
think so only because 
this statue has been 
made by aman. Ifa lion 
had carved it, then you 
would have seen 
reversed positions 4 
depicting the lion’s 
point of view.” 


34. The Foolish Dogs 


Once there was arich shepherd. He%# 
had a large number of sheep. Hey, ) 
trained two fierce dogs to guard his4\ \\_— 
sheep. The dogs were very loyal and yp ™ 
worked well at keeping watch. | i 
One night, a wolf saw the sheep in the pen. When __ 
he went to get the sheep, the two dogs barked 
loudly and chased him back into the woods. The 
wolf thought that he must make some plan to get 
the dogs away from the sheep. He thought very 
hard and soon got an idea. He went and tried to 
make friends with the dogs. He said, “Brother, I see 
you tied with chains and serving men. Come with 
me to the woods. You can roam around freely and 
eat anything moe! like? 

. wm The dogs liked the idea and 
followed the wolf into the 

= woods. The wolf led both 

= the foolish dogs to his 
cave. There, the other 
wolves attacked and 
killed the dogs. 

Then all the wolves went 
and ate up the sheep to 
their hearts’ content. 

Due to their foolishness, 

— Xe the dogs caused a loss to 
A\\ } their master and lost 
their own lives too. 


35. Do What You Say 


Once a poor and lonely old man lived 

in a small village. Many a times, he 

would say, “I have no family. It would 
\\@ be better if] was dead.” 
1 yerrorning, he went to the forest. He would cut 
some trees and gather the woods in a bundle. Then 
he would sell it in the market. With his earned 
money, he would eat some food at a small food stall. 
Once, he had high fever. But he still went to work 
because if he would not go, then he would not get the 
money for food and medicine. As he was carrying 
back the bundle of woods, he again said, “I have no 
one to help me. I wish Yamraj takes me away.” 
Yamraj, the Lord of Death was passing by. He 
heard the old man’s voice. So he 
appeared before the old man 
Sd wasn Ist | tO 
accompany him to 
Heaven with him. But 
the old man got scared 
ard, said, Onl T° was 
only asking for some 
help.” Yamraj helped 
the old man to carry 
the bundle and gig 
thought with a smile, 
“He does not believe in 
doing what he says.” 


36. The Greatest Solution 


Once a poor beggar lived in a village. 
One day he thought of going to meet 
the village head to beg for money. 

When the beggar reached there ane 


gone to meet the king to ask for arent a he 
village. The beggar thought that as the king was\ 
helping the village head, so he must be richer than 
the village head. 

So he decided to go and beg from the king. 

As he reached the capital city, he saw a large crowd 
outside a temple. He enquired and found out that 
the king was visiting the temple. The beggar looked 
in and saw the king asking God to bless him and to 
keep his treasury full all the time. 

The beggar thought that God was 
greater than the king and he 
should beg from him. Then 
God appeared before the 
beggar and said, “The 
greatest solution to your 
poverty is hard work. 
You must start working 
to earn a living and stop 
begging.” 

The beggar heeded God's 
advice and gave up 
begging. He worked hard 
and earned money to 
lead a good life. 


: 37. God Is Merciful 


A king had a large orchard. He had got 

a variety of fruit trees planted there. 

He employed a skilled gardener to take 
care of the fruit trees. 


y, the gardener would pick the ripe and 
juicy fruits from the various trees and gather them in 
a basket. Every morning when the royal court was in 
session, the gardener would go and give the fruits to 
the king. 

One day, the gardener collected some cherries and 
took them for the king. The king was in a bad mood. 
When he picked a cherry to taste, it was sour. So he 
vent out his anger on the gardener. In anger, he 
threw a cherry at the gardener. It hit him on the 
forehead but the gardener said, “God is merciful!” 
The king enquired, “You mus 
be hurt and angry but you 
say God is merciful. 
Why?” 

The gardener said, 
“Your Majesty, I was 
going to bring pineapples 
for you today. But | 
changed my mind. If 
you had thrown a 
pineapple at maesyi oh 
would have been badly % 
hurt. God was merciful 
for having changed my 
mind.” 


38. Tit For Tat 


A river flew through a forest. oneee me 
hungry lion came to quench his 4 
thirst at the river. As he was drinking y fay = 
water, he spotted a donkey drinking’ ® }, 
water on the other bank. The lion 
thought, “Donkeys are fools. I must do something 
to catch this foolish animal for lunch.” 

So the lion called out, “Mr. Donkey, are there any 
jackals on your side of the river bank ? I feel like 
hearing their song.” 

“No sir, jackals cannot sing any better than me. Let 
me sing for you,” the foolish donkey said. He lifted 
his head up to the sky, closed his eyes and started 
aay ne The lion crossed over a bridge and caught 
i ne donkey when he was braying. 


/{/ But the donkey was clever. He, 
said, “Oh ! do you want to eat 
we. meée-? don't mind? bute 
have heard that good 
lions pray to God before 
the finch? 

“"Yes, yes, I must pray 
before ‘lunchy? said the 
. lion and closed his eyes 
» to pray. The donkey 
®™ kicked the lion hard and 
| ran away. 

y The lion had been paid 
through the same plan 
he himself had made. 


39. The Tenth Friend 


“=~ Once a group of ten foolish boys went 
— = to take a dip in the river. They enjoyed 
ym themselves in the water. Then the 
~ — boys got out, dressed up and walked off. 

= few minutes later, one of them said, “Friends, I 
think we should count and see that all of us are safe. 
I hope no one of us has drowned in the river.” 

The other friends agreed. So the boys stood in a 
row. One of them started counting, “One, two, 
three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine! Oh! Where 
is our tenth friend. He is missing!” 

Then another boy counted and found one missing. 
He cried out, “Our tenth friend has drowned. Oh! 
Please someone help us.” 

A passerby enquired why the 

boys were crying. On knowing 

the reason, he made the 
boys stand in arow and ¥: 
counted all the ten of 
them. The boys were 
overjoyed. The man /{; 
Ssaign “You were all 
counting correctly but 
always forgot to count 
yourself !” 

The boys felt ashamed 
when they realized 
their foolish mistake. 


40. Maria, The Foolish Girl 


Maria was a girl, who always forgetting 
things. She was very careless. She 
used to lose a lot of toys, pencils, TO 
colours and books due to her a 
carelessness. yw 
Maria’s mother used to say, “Maria, you are a good 
and obedient girl but you must learn to be careful. 
You must realize the value of your belongings.” 

One day Maria’s father brought a beautiful doll for 
her. Maria loved her doll very much. She played 
with it the whole day and even slept with the doll. 
She promised her father that she would not break 
or lose the doll. After playing with the doll for some 
days she kept it in a cupboard. 


One evening her father decided to 
“8 take Maria for an outing. Maria 
rushed into her room. She 
\ picked up her small doll, 
tied it to her back and 
came out of the house. 
When her father asked 
her why she was doing 
this, she replied, “My 
doll will be lost if I leave it 
here. But *if- I) Gageyent 
along wherever I go, I will 
never lose it.” 
Maria’s father laughed 
out at little Maria’s 
foolishness. 


CED 


41. The Cunning Wolf 


Once a hungry wolf searched for 

food all over the forest. He soon 

reached the edge of the forest. There 
a stream was flowing. As the wolf was 

— ewalking around, he heard a strange 

sound. He strained his ear to hear better. He 
heard a lamb’s bleating. The wolf’s heart filled 
with hope that may be he could have a lamb for 
lunch and drink the sweet stream water later. 
Soon he spotted a lamb grazing on a small 
sloping hill. But when the wolf tried to climb the 
hill, he shipped and fell. Then to entice the lamb, 
he said, “What are you doing on this high hill ? 
You will fall into the deep gorge. Get down here 
to the meadow to graze the Bue ER SraSS You can 
drink the sweet cool strea 
water too.” 
But the clever lamb knew 
enous Gthe twolids 
nature. So he called 
back, “No, Mr. Wolf, | 
am alright here. There 
~~ ig enough grass for me 
on the hill.” 
The wolf went away with 
ar jheavvetheartivu.He 
realized that cleverness . 
was mightier than 
cunningness. 


42. The Value of Position 


Once a shepherd left his goat to roam 
free in his house and went away. 

The goat loved the freedom. elt SRT : 
explored the whole house. She went | cata. | 
into the kitchen and ate some bread and 

curds kept there. Then she went into the cool and 
shady backyard and sat on the swing hung there. 
She went into the bedroom and relaxed on the soft 
bed. Then the goat ran up the stairs to the roof of 
the house. She liked the soft breeze blowing and 
the view from the top of the house was beautiful. 


Suddenly the goat started shaking with fear. Her 

teeth chattéréed.* Actually “shetitads'seenwa wou 

standing near the gate. He could not enter the house 

because the shepherd had kept the gate locked. 

When the goat realized that, she 

laughed at the wolf and forgot 
all fears. 


The wolf said loudly, 
Dear goat Ovo aire 
laughing because you are 
at a higher position than 
) I. [cannot come up to eat 
eu. It is the value of the 
position you are in and 
yy not your courage that is 
making you fearless.” 
» And then the wolf went 
away. 


43. Worthless Obligations 


A fat buffalo was busy grazing in a 
field. She grazed for hours till her 
~ stomach was full. Then she went to 
“a nearby stream and drank some 
water. She started feeling lazy due to a 
full stomach. So the buffalo thought of taking a 
nap. She went and settled down under a shady 
peepal tree. Soon the buffalo was dozing. 


A crow had flown in from a nearby village. He was 
feeling very tired and hungry. Soon he found a 
piece of bread, which he quickly ate up. Then he 
went and settled on the buffalo’s back. The crow 
sat and rested on the buffalo’s back for a few 
hours. Then the buffalo woke up. The crow flew 
down in front of the buffalo and sang “Madam I’ve 
been resting on your back for 
hours. I want to thank you 
for your kindness.” 


SO don timeed .-to 
thank me as [| never 
even felt your weight. | @age 
don’t know when youf 

came or when you go 
off. Do not be obliged for 
things or events which 
do not matter much.” 

With these words, the 
buffalo got up and went 
away. The crow learnta 
good lesson for life. e 


44.The Caged Monkey 


Once there was a poor man. He ue. 
owned a monkey. The monkey used ~| 4. ny 
to display a variety of tricks. He Sf. ‘ ’ 
worked hard the whole day. The 
people who watched him would throw 7 "y 
coins for him. He would collect them and gavé 
his master. 


Once, the master took the monkey to the Zoo. There 
he saw a caged monkey. People were feeding him 
fruits and biscuits. The monkey thought, "This 
caged monkey is lucky. He does not need to work 
hard to get food. He is having free food here.” 
That night, he went to live in the zoo’s cage. He 
loved the rest and the free food for a few days. Then 
he started getting bored. He had to 
wait for the visitors who would 


After a few weeks, the 
monkey got fed up of 
such a life. He ran away 
from the zoo and came 
back to his master who 
welcomed him warmly. 
pe’ The monkey realized 

“that it is hard to earn a 
living but sitting idle can 
be even more hard and 
dangerous. 


A 45. Aman Learns A Lesson 


j q Aman was a good and obedient boy. 

V/ His parents loved him very much. But 
Aman had one bad habit. He ate a lot 
of sweets and chocolates. His mother 
| ways told him, “Aman, don’t eat so many 
sweets. You will get toothaches.” 


His mother used to keep all the sweets in a glass jar. It 
had anarrow mouth and atightlid on it. 

One day when his mother went to the market, Aman 
saw that his father was asleep. So he tiptoed to the 
kitchen and got the sweet jar. With great effort, he 
opened the tight lid and put his hand in the narrow 
mouth. Aman picked a fist full of sweets. But when he 
tried to pull his hand out, it got stuck in theyjar. 

Aman’s father was awake and 
watching. He said to Aman, “You 
have picked up too many 
sweets in your fist. It’s more 
than your little hand can 
keep. Your fist cannot 
come out of the jar. Let go 
of the sweets and pick 
only one sweet in your 
two fingers and you can 
pull your hand out easily. 
Always take as much as 
you can handle.” 

Aman pulled out his 
hand from the jar easily 
and thus learnt a lesson. 


46. The Clever Mouse 


Ao-snvall “mows ewwacmtedina. 
mischievous. He was in a jolly mood. 
He jumped around everywhere. Just 72 
then, he saw a big bull sleeping under a W 
tree. The bull looked huge and had sharp™ on 
and long horns. His large nostrils were operits 
closing with every breath he took in and let out. 
The mouse saw the bull breathing. He heard the loud 
snorts that were coming from his nostrils. The 
mouse went to the bull and shut his nostrils. The 
bull was woken up when he could not breath. He got 
up and saw the mouse running away. The bull was 
very angry. He thought of teaching a lesson to the 
mouse. He chased the mouse to punish him. 


The tiny mouse was quick on his 
feet. He ran fast even as the huge 
bull chased him. Then the 
mouse ran into a hole ina 
wall. The bull crashed his 
head. into the. wall and 
started bleeding. The wall 
crashed from a side but 
still the mouse did not 
emerge from the hole. 
The bull understood that, 
one must not think thata 
small enemy is weak. 
Strength and size is not 
the winner all the time. 


a | 
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47.Snake Among The Frogs 


Once a large number of frogs lived 
happily in a well. One day, two frogs 
got involved into a fierce fight. The 
pew other frogs were supporting each of 
parately. And this way, two groups of the 
frogs were formed, each group supporting one frog. 

Soon the feud grew and the hatred spread among all 
the frogs of the two groups. They were always trying 
to demean the frog members of the other group. 


One day, one group of frogs went to a snake and said, 
“In our well, some frogs have become our enemies. 
Please come to live in our well and eat up all of them. 
So that you will get food there and we will get rid of 
our enemies.” 

The snake agreed to stay in their well. Polis went Loy Ds 
the snake started to eat three frogs. ~ a 
of the enemy group everyday. 
Soon all the frogs of that 
eroup got killed. Then the 
other group’s frog leader 
asked the snake to leave 
the well as the job was 
done. But the snake was 
used to get the free food 
now. So he_ refused to 
leave the well. He stayed 
there and ate up all the 
other frogs too. Thus due 
to a silly fight all the frogs 
lost their lives. 


48. Different Ways 


Once an aged man was going to attend \ 
areligious gathering. Ayoungman left § 
his home to go and meet his fiancee. 
As they went on their way, their paths 
led them to the same road. They met on eb } 
the road. Soon, both the travellers began to talk and— 
they became very friendly with each other. 

The aged man said to the young one, “Why don’t 
you come with me to attend the religious gathering ? 
You will learn about religious teachings too.” 

“No, thank you. I think you should come with me to 
meet my beautiful fiancee. You can also have a 
grand lunch with us.” 


But the aged man refused and soon both the friends 
ey _ went on their different ways. But at 
, —~ the religious gathering, the aged 
‘4 man kept thinking of the 
beautiful woman he could 
have met. While the young 
man kept wandering 
about the religious 
teachings he could have 
heard of. 

So it’s truly said that a 
person may not change 
himself but always 
thinks for the things, the 
other person possesses. 


49. The Thankful Eagle 


One day in the forest, a woodcutter 
heard a strange sound. A bird 
catcher had spread some grains and 
‘a net under a tree. Unluckily an eagle 


“for help. The woodcutter ran and freed the eagle. 
The eagle thanked the woodcutter and flew away. 
After some days, once the woodcutter was sitting 
on a small mound and having his lunch. Some 
bushes and trees were giving shade to him. 
Suddenly the same eagle came and swooped at his 
food. The woodcutter leapt to save his lunch. But 
he lost his balance and rolled down the mound. 
The woodcutter recognized immediately that it was 
the same eagle he had helped. He felt very angry, but 
the eagle said, “Sir, a poisonous 
snake was just behind you to 
bite you, when you were 
having the food. So I 
saved your life from the 
poisonous snake as you 
had saved me from the 
net. I have thanked you 
this way” 

Then the woodcutter 
saw the snake where 
he had been sitting 
and thanked the eagle. 


50. The Hermit’s Powers 


Once a hermit lived in a forest. He 
meditated for many years. Gods were, 
so happy with his devotion that they 
gave him various powers, to be used @ 
when needed. Initially the hermit was a 
humble person but as he gained powers, he 
became very proud of himself. 


One day he had to go to anearby city for some work. 
So the hermit left the forest. He walked a while and 
soon reached the bank of a river. He looked around 
and saw a boat and boatman. He was about to hire 
the boat to cross the river when he saw a sage 
meditating on the other bank. The hermit tried to 
show off and used his power to walk across over the 

river surface. Then he went to the sage and 
‘ said, “Did you see, how | used my 
power to walk on water? Can 
you do this ?” 


J 


“Yes, of course, | can. But 
I think you wasted your 
precious power here. You 
could have crossed the 
river by simply paying 
rupees fifty to the 
boatman.” 

Though the proud hermit 
felt insulted but he 
realized that pride always 
has negative results. 


591. The Hunter’s Dog 


Once a hunter went to the forest to 
hunt some rabbits. His fierce faithful 
dog accompanied him. They had both 
gone on such hunting trips together 
many atimes. 


As they passed by a clearing, they saw that a snake 
and amongoose were having a fierce fight. 
The hunter and his dog watched the bloody fight for 
a few minutes. Sometimes, the poisonous snake 
would raise his head and strike at the mongoose. At 
other times, the mongoose would bite the snake. As 
the fight grew fierce, the hunter thought of stopping 
it. So he aimed his gun and shot the mongoose dead. 
Then the hunter sent his dog to get the 
dead mongoose. The dog obeyed 
his master and ran to the spot. : ’ 
Wk 


The mongoose's bloody and nee 
motionless body lay on S 
the ground. Just as the § Ge 
dog picked the dead — May 
mongoose in his mouth, 
he let out a painful yelp. 
The poisonous snake 
had bit and killed the 
dog. 

The- repretiul’ -hunter 
thought, “I was wrong to 
kill the mongoose. The 
enemy was the snake 
not the mongoose.” 


52.The Merchant’s Witness 
4 


Once a merchant arrived in a village A >) 
for trade. He stopped a farmer andge 
asked the way to aninn. 

The farmer directed him totheinnand  \ 
went on his way. The merchant checked 
into the inn. He tied his horse in the inn’s stable and 
went to sleep. 

In the morning, the merchant went to the stable. But 
the innkeeper claimed, “My st ‘> gave birth to this 
horse. It is my mine.” 

The merchant was shocked to hear such a lie. They 
started an argument. Both of them went to court for — 
justice. For the merchant’s identification, the 
merchant called the farmer as witness, but the 
‘| farmer did not come. But at the final 
moment, the farmer came and 
4% said, “Sir, I am late because I 
was sowing boiled wheat in 
my fields.” 


The judge laughed, “How 
can boiled wheat bear 
any grains ?” 

“Why not, sir. If a stable 
can give birth to a horse 
then everything else is 
& possible.” 

The judge realised the 
truth and punished the 
innkeeper. 


” 


93. The Pet Dog 


Once a man had a pet dog. The 
® faithful and strong dog used to guard 
<. the master’s factory at night. The 
naster loved him, fed him well and 
< out for walks. One unlucky day, he was 
hit by a car. One of his hind legs was severaly 
injured. The doctors could not heal the injury. Now 
the poor dog had to limp around all the time. The 
dog’s master thought that a lame dog would not be 
a good guard. So he stopped loving the poor dog. 

One day, the dog smelt some ginger in the air. He 
sniffed around and saw a ginger plant growing in 
the factory’s ground. The master saw the dog 
sniffing the ginger plant. He checked eae Lanse 

- out that the soil near the plan 2\ tig 4 
was excellent for growing 
ginger plants. He then 
planted plenty of ginger 
plants and made ag’ 
huge profit. 

hens, theywinaster 
realized that a physical 
handicap does not 
make anyone useless. 
He started loving and 
caring for his dog once 
again. 


54. The Golden Idol P 


Once avery rich man came into a big 
city, to find some chances to expand 
his business. He went around the 
markets and business centres of the #, 
city to find out about new business. ) 
Then as he was wandering around, he reachec 
the outskirts of the city where the city ended and 
the villages began. There were some ruins of 
ancient temples. As he sat down to rest, he noticed 
something shining in the ruins. He quickly went 
there and removed the stones and rocks and found 
a large golden idol of a lion. He thought, Oh! lam so 
lucky. God had given me a chance to become more 
wealthier. This idol is made of solid gold. Should I 
take this idol home or not ?” 


Then again he thought, “But 
what is the use of this idol? 
What if the lion’s face scares 

me at night? I think | 
should send my servants 


to fetch it and I will watch 
it only from aé safe - 
distance.” 


So the man walked 
away. He was like many 
other rich people who 
did not know how to 
utilise their wealth and 
were also afraid to spend 
their money. 


i 
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” . 20.The Art Of Telling-Truth 
~ B. A rich merchant was a heart patient. 
i, The doctor had instructed all that he 
~ should not be alarmed at any cost. 
Once the merchant was in another city. 
is servant came from his town and said, 
“Sir, lam sorry our dog is dead.” 
“How did he die ?” the merchant asked. 
“He ate a lot of horse meat.” 
“You mean that my horse is dead !” 
“Sir, all the horses in our stable are dead due to 
starvation.” 
“Didn't the servants feed them ?” 
“How could they, when they were hungry themselves ?” 
“Why, didn’t my wife give them their daily allowances ?” 
the merchant asked in a worried 
tone. 
“How could she have survived 
without food ?” the servant 
commented. 
“But I had appointed a 
cook for her. Don't tell 
me that she is dead too ?” 
‘Sir, iast Nnignt ‘the 
kitchen stove burst and 
the house caught fire.- 
Everyone in the house 
were burnt to death.” 
Thus the servant told the 
truth without shocking 
his master. 


J 
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56. The Fox And The Snake 


Once a fox lived in a forest. One fine 
morning, he was roaming around the 
forest and he was feeling bored. 


As he was passing by, he saw a huge, 


trees. His long body stretched from one corner “ar 
the path to the other. The fox got much impressed 
by the snake’s big size. He thought, “It’s such a 
large snake! “It must eat a lot to be so big. I wish I 
will be as large and long as this snake. I too must lie 
on the ground and stretch my body. If I crawl on 
the rough ground and stretch my body end to end, I 
will Susehy become as long as him. 1 must try this at 
ances. 
So the fox" lay down on the path by the snake’s 
‘y side and started stretching his 
| bh gpody: He tried hard but his 
a LA a g>ones and muscles ached, 
| ES/_ yet he did not grow long 
enough. At last he 
stretched so hard that 
his stomach burst open 
and he died on the spot. 
The poor fox did not know 
that one can be equal to 
one's own ilk. No one must 
compare oneself with 
others who are more 
stronger or more larger 
than they are. 


97. The Brahmin’s Servant 
Once a lazy brahmin had a lot of fertile 
land. But he never sowed anything in 
it, So soon it became barren. 


Once a hermit visited the brahmin. The 
served the hermit well. The hermit gave 
the brahmin a magical chant. After the hermit’s 
departure, the brahmin chanted the magic chant. 
Immediately a giant appeared and said, “Give me 
work, master. If 1 do not work, I feel hungry and in 
hunger, I can eat everything around me.” 


\ 
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The scared brahmin quickly instructed the giant to 
work in the field to grow some foodgrains. The giant 
completed the task quickly. Then the brahmin 
gave him many orders and the giant pidevery thing ‘ 
quickly. pup Le | | 
Now the brahmin had no more (sw9 
work to give to the giant. But. _ | 
he feared that the giant %®™ 
would kill him, so he 
ordered the giant to 
straighten his dog’s tail. 
The giant got to work 
but try as he might he 
could not do this. 

So he got fed up and 
ran away. 

The brahmin learnt that 
greed can sometimes 
harm you rather than 
benefit you. 


58. Blame 


One day a man went for a walk on the 
beach. He saw that a ship full of 
passengers struck a rock and* 
capasized in the sea. The ship went apm 
under water and all the people on board fell _ : om 
into the sea. As they did not know how to swim, they 
drowned one by one. The man watched all this from 
the shore but could not do anything to help the people. 
In the evening, he narrated the sad event of the ship’s 
drowning to his friends. Everyone felt sorry for the 
dead people. The man said, “God has not been just. To 
kill one sinner aboard the ship he kalled so many other 
innocent people.” 


As he was saying this, he felt a pinch on his fect.vHe 
looked down. A red ant was biting his toe. Many other 

2”) red ants were near his feet. In 
anger, he started stamping his 
feet to crush the red ants. _ 
God appeared at the spot 
\ and said, “See, how you 
§:\\ are killing other innocent 
ants to kill the one which 
bit you. You were blaming 
me for my unjust act. Look 
at your own actions before 
blaming me for anything.” 
The man felt ashamed as 
he realized his mistake. 


59. The Coward’s Ability 


Once a coward lived in a village. Even 

the smallest sound would scare him. 

One day the royal messenger 
announced in the village “The king has 
| ry young man of the kingdom to join the 
royal army. Its an order. Every body must follow it.” 


The coward was also forced to follow the royal order. 
So he too left for the city to join the royal army. 

On the way the coward passed by a large and tall 
tree. Many crows were sitting on it and making a lot 
of noise. Loud noise of the crows scared the 
coward. He stopped due to fear. After standing fora 
few moments, he moved forward to go on but the 
crows again started to make a noise. Once aga 
the coward’s mouth went 
shivered in fright and in 4@z 
shaky voice he cried, “Y 
Go on, make as much 
noise aS you want to. 
But I know you still | i : 
cannot eat me up!” ( i 
The coward was so 4 ‘A “ 
scared that he thought Pee: nn Dy \\ 
the crows would eat 4 ry ig a A || 
him up. Actually he did - aff 4 —@ Ty 
not have the ability to « 
join the royal army. A 
man must do only the 
task for which he is fit. 
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60. The Musical Wolf 


A flock of sheep were grazing in af | 
meadow by the edge of a forest. Soon y | 4% 
it was evening and they started to ~ 
move for their home. As the flock went ° 

on, a small lamb lagged behind. A wolf er 

saw the lamb from a distance and thought, “ah ! It’s 
my dinner time. I'll go and get that lamb for dinner.” 

So the wolf ran and caught the lamb. Just when he 
was about to eat it, the lamb said, “I don’t mind if 
you eat me up. But I think [have aright to have one 
last wish.” 

“Yes, whatis it?” the wolf asked. 


“I want you to play a flute and I will dance. When I 
fall down after I get tired, you can eat me up.” 


The wolf agreed to this. He began 
‘ playing the flute and the lamb 
began dancing. Some 

shepherd dogs heard the 
flute and came to the 
ff spot. They saw the lamb 
of near the wolf and 
*{ attacked the wolf. The 
wolf ran off to save his 
life and thought, “What 
a fool I was to think that 
a hunter like me could 
be a musician.” 


61.Do You Know Swimming? 


Once a miser priest used to keep 
teasing people, “Oh ! you don’t know 
= how to do this task properly. You 
know nothing about religion and life's 
ar SF shadeoBies. So your life is worthless.” 


One day the priest had to cross a river to go to 
another village. He saw a boat and sat in it. The 
boatman asked the priest to pay him to row him 
across. The priest said, “You ask me for money! On 
the way I will give you the precious treasures of 
knowledge. Do you know about Tulsi Das ? and 
about Ramayana....?” 

The priest kept boasting but did not want to pay 
any money. The boatman got fed up of his talks 
and thought of teaching him a lesSon. @ 


When the boat was in tl 
middle of the river, oN 
boatman rocked the Si — ) Vig 


and the priest fell into y/ 


the “river “waters "He 
started drowning. The 
boatmen asked, “Oh ! 
Don’t you know how to ~ 
swim? You seem _ to 
know everything else.” 
Then the kind boatman 
rescued the priest. Then 
the priest realized that 
everyone has knowledge 
of his own job only. 


62. Dr. Croaky 


One day a frog left the pond of the 
village and hopped to a lake in a © 
nearby forest. He went tothe forest to ~~ 
make his new home there. When he 
reached there he did not see <nvone a 
around. He wanted to meet everyone and make 
new friends. So the frog climbed a high rock by the 
lake and said, “Friends, please come here. I am 
new here. I want to meet all of you. I have come 
from the village.” 


Many animals heard his voice and came to the lake. 
The deer, the tortoise, the duck, the rabbit, the birds, 
the squirrel, the butterfly and the fox. The frog said, 
“Let me introduce myself. 1am Dr. Croaky. Iam a 
doctor who can cure any ailment that you might be 
_suffering from. I have medicines 
® for all animals’ diseases. You 
yuies,)can come to meet me 
iL .» anytime.” 
\ Hearing this, the fox said, 
= “If you can cure everyone 
! then why haven’t you 
, cured your lame legs? See 
how you keep hopping 
around all the time.” 
* All the animals and 
birds laughed at the 
frog. The frog went red 
, with shame for his lie 
had been detected. 


63. Final Punishment 


/ Once a rich and greedy man fell 
seriously ill. He called many learned 
octors to treat him but no one could 
e him proper medicines to cure his 
esperation, the ill man prayed to the 
"Ged. “God, if you save me from death due to this 
illness, I will sacrifice a hundred bulls at your altar.” 


God heard his prayers and cured him. Once the rich 
man regained his health, his greed overcame him. 
So, to save his money, he had a hundred tiny idols of 
bulls made and offered them to the temple fire and 
said, “God please accept my gift of thanks.” 

God grew angry that the man had broken his 
promise and had not offered live bulls to him. So God 
decided to punish him. God ap pes Cae his dream 
and said, “Gotothe seashorein — 
the morning. You will get a 
hundred gold coins for 
yourself.” 

The greedy man went 
to the seashore next 
happily. Thereashipof  \ % 
pirates had _ arrived. 
The pirates imprisoned | 
the greedy man. They » 
went to another 
country and sold him 
as a slave. So they gota 
hundred gold coins for 
him. 


64. The Goat’s Advise 

Once a villager owned a donkey and 
a goat. He used the donkey to carry 
loads of articles from the village to the 
city, where he would roam around the 
whole day selling his articles. Sometimes Me‘ 
lend his donkey to others on hire when they needed 
it. As the donkey worked hard the whole day, the 
villager used to feed the donkey more food than he 
gave to the goat. 

The goat felt jealous of the donkey. He advised the 
donkey, “You work all day long and hardly get any 
rest. You must act that you are ill and fall down 
unconscious. This way, youl get rest for a few days.” 


bats donkey agreed to this and acted as ifhe wasill. The 

6 villager called the doctor. The doctor 
~ _ said, “Your donkey has a strange 
illness. To cure him, you must 
feed him the soup made of 
a goat’s lungs.” 


—~< 


The_ villager. at.once 
killed, the..voat..and 
cooked soup out of his 
lungs. Then -he, fed the 
soup to the donkey. 

ae The goat had tried to 
' harm the donkey out of 
jealousy but he had 
been killed for his evil 
Hrature. 


65. Self - Help 


/~ Once arich merchant left his city to 
go to another country for trade. He 
went aboard a large ship. He was 

fae. ~«S# Carrying trunks full of gold coins and 
precious gems. 
One day a storm began. Huge waves rose in the sea 
waters. They rocked the ship from side to side. 
People started screaming with fright. The captain 
and the crew were trying their best not to let the ship 
drown. A few hours later, the storm stopped but the 
ship had a hole in its bottom. Water started seeping 
into the ship. People took the life boats and got off the 
drowning ship. Some jumped into the sea to swim 
ashore. While others held on to pieces of wood to stay 
afloat. The merchant started praying, “God please 
save my life. If I stay alive I will 
offer a lot of gold to you.” 
A man went to the 
merchant and _ “said, 
“Don’t pray to God. Try 
to jump out and swim 
ashore. Remember 
God helps those who \ 
help themselves.” ) 
But the merchant did YWO\——es74 
not listen. Hestayedon _—_\ 
the ship and kept’ re’N 
praying. Soon the ship © 
drowned and the 
merchant went down 
with it. 


66. God And Man 


God created animals. Some animals 
could run very fast. To some, he gave og 
unusual size and strength. He made - , ’ 
some flying creatures and we call the : 
birds. These birds could fly from one place to aint 
in search of food. Some animals became crawlers 
while others were given the power to become 
excellent swimmers. 
God created man at the end of his creations. He 
made him strong enough to take care of himself and 
the animals around him. But man asked God, “God, 
you have given various powers to other creatures. 
But I have no special powers or quality like them. 
Why are you partial to me ?” 
God smiled and said, “O man, the power I have given 
| you is the most precious of all. It 
is the power of speech. You are 
using this power right now 
to express your wish to 
me. No other creature 
has this power. What 
more do you want me to 
give you ?” 
Man realized that speech 
was indeed the greatest gift 
of God» to/stian abe 
understood that we should 
» be happy with what we 
a 4, have and not be sad for 
Dee —C( hat we donothave. 


> 


67.Character Remain Same 


Once acat saw a smart young boy. 
The cat fell in love with him. She 
. wished that she could marry him. 
. © But how could a cat marry a boy. So 
Me prayed to God, “Please do something to help 
me marry that boy.” 
Immediately God turned the cat into a beautiful 
girl. The boy saw the girl and fell in love with 
her. He proposed to her and soon they got 
married. 
After all the ceremonies were over, the boy and the 
girl were alone in their bed chamber. The God 
decided to test whether the cat which he had 
turned into a girl has changed her habits or not. So 
he let a mouse loose in the bed chamber. Sgon _the 
girl smelt the mouse and saw it 
too. She immediately got up 
and chased the mouse till 
she caught it. 
God was sad at this 
event. ‘He: turned” the 
girl back into a cat and 
thought, “How could 145 
forget that changing 
one’s body or clothes 
do not necessarily 
bring a change in his 
habits or characters. 
People stay the way 
they are.” 


68. Hawk And Nightingale 


On a pleasant evening in spring, the | 
breeze was blowing gently. The cool 
weather made a nightingale very 2 
happy. She flew to a high branch of a gag | 
tree and sat on it. As the breeze blew, Hee aa 
filled with joy and soon she began singing. Her 
sweet song resounded all around. All the birds and 
animals around the tree were busy enjoying her 
sweet song. 


A hungry hawk was flying past. He heard the song 
and looked around. He spotted the nightingale, 
flew down and caught her in his claws. But the 
nightingale said, “What is the use of eating a small 
bird like me? Let me go. A strong and able hunter 
 Caty “SUrelyY "SEL a Ielfer Joney 
, SOMetMme later, 
The hawk said, “Do you 
- think lam a fool ? Icannot 
let go of food when I am 
hunery. slnene isharo 
@>surety that I will get 
some other prey. Why 
should I let go of a golden 
chance now, thinking of 
what I might get 
tomorrow ?” 
So the intelligent hawk 
quickly ate up the little 
bird and flew away. 


69. Fruits Of Labour 


ee, Once a group of fishermen went out to 
fe <—sea. Their leader was an old, 
» intelligent and wise fisherman. He 
~ always guided them well. 


At sea, the fishermen spread their large net in 
water. When they pulled out the net, it was empty. 
This happened about two or three times and the 
fishermen lost heart, but their leader advised them 
to Keep trying. 

Once again, the fishermen threw in the net. It felt 
heavy when they pulled it out. But some small fish, 
logs from a wreckage and seaweeds were all that it 
had. They were about to sink the net back into water 
but the old fisherman said, “Pull | 
out the net and empty it in the 
boat. Throw the empty net 
and try once again.” 
When the fishermen 
emptied the net in the 
boat, they found a box in 
it. It had gold coins and 
pemsein Ait The; leader 
divided it equally among 
all the fishermen and 
everyone went home 
happily. Its truly said 
that one must not leave 
any work unfinished if 
one wants to enjoy the 
fruits of labour. 


70. The Clever Jester 


Once ajester worked in a royal court. 
The king who ruled the kingdom 
respected the jester a lot. The jester 
was not only good at cracking jokes a oo 
but was clever enough to help the king in*some | 
official matters. Many a times the jester would 
make the king the butt of his joke. 

One day he joked about the king as usual but the 
king felt insulted by it and grew very angry. In 
anger he said, “Guards, seize this, mane Hess 
making fun of me, the king of this country ! Put him 
in prison. He will be hanged three days from now.” 


Three days later, the jester was brought to court. 

The king asked, “You will be hanged an hour later. 

Choose ho you want to die? It will be your last 
wish.” 


The, clever jester repuca: 
“Your Majesty, I choose to 
1G die of old age.” 

“Hal..Ha!..Hal” After 
understanding the 
jester’s witty remark, the 
king laughed loudly. By 
then ‘his anger “had 
subsided so he forgave 
the jester. The jester 
preved’ that. wit 1s 
stronger than even the 
strongest man on Earth. 


71. The Foolish Frog 


Once there were two frog friends. As 
they grew up, one of the frogs made 
his home in the rocks and shrubs that 
grew by the lake in the forest. But the 
ona irog°explored the surroundings for a better 
place to live in. Soon he found a place just by the 
edge of a road that ran through the forest. A few 
months later, the first frog said, “Why don’t you come 
and stay with me near the lake? Many chariots and 
carts pass on the road. What if someone runs over 
and killed you ?” 
“Oh ! Don’t worry about me. I am used to the carts 
now. I know how to avoid them and I! don’t like the 
boring lake.” 
So the second frog stayed by the road. Be days as 
luck would have it, a horse cart = 
came down the round. The. 
frog could not hop away @—\ 
from the road in time so 
he was crushed under 
the cart’s wheel. 
The first frog felt sorry. | 
He tneught, .,.Wned 
should always be 
prepared for the worst 
time. My friend lost his 
life because he was 
ovenconiident... He 
thought he would never 
be harmed on the road.” 


72. The Proud Butterfly 


Once a beautiful, shiny and colourful 
butterfly was flitting from one flower 
to another. She saw a baby elephant 
coming down the path. She flew to him 
and sat on his ear. The elephant asked, “Who are 
you? Where are you going ?” 
The butterfly proudly replied, “I am the most 
beautiful of all the butterflies. You are ugly and fat. 
Your body is heavy while I am delicate and light. 
People are jealous of my colourful wings. I can fly 
anywhere with these wings.” 
The elephant calmly said, “I am glad to meet you.” 
The butterfly went on, “There is no comparison 
between us. You have four legs but 
< Ihave six. You have a trunk and 
, I have something like that too 
but I use it to suck nectar 
from the flowers. You 
‘cannot do that.” 


Just then a strong wind 
blew and the butterfly 
could not keep her 
balance. She cried for 
help as she was flown 
away in the wind. But the 
elephant stood firmly on 
ground and thought, “I 
can see how pride has a 


73. The Fox’s Revenge 
Once a hungry fox entered a village. 
He went near a field with large juicy 
pumpkins. He looked around and saw 


~ pumpkin. Just as he sree eating it, the farmer 
whose field it was, rushed to him and said, “How 
dare you eat my pumpkin ?” 
“Please sir, lwas hungry and | ate just one of them.” 
But the angry farmer took a piece of cloth and dipped 
it in Kerosene oil. Then he tied the oily cloth around 
the fox’s tail and lita match to it. The fox’s tail was on 
fire and he was in pain. Now the fox was angry, “You 
are punishing me for just one pumpkin. Now it’s my 
time to take revenge.” 
The fox went to the wheat field 
that belonged to the same 
farmer. The ripe wheat 
was standing to be 
barvested.. rhe , tox 
jumped around the field 
with his burning tail. 
Immediately the crops ° 
caught fire and soon 
turned to ashes. 
The farmer thought , “If 
I had forgiven the fox’s 
small sin, he would not 
have caused such a 
huge damage to me.” 


74. The Only Wish 


Once avery scholarly brahim livedina 
city. He had a beautiful house, a 
loving wife, a lot of wealth and 
servants. But still he was always sad. 
The reason was that he had no child. He conducted 
many prayers to appease the God to bless him witha 
son. But his wish was not fulfilled. 

Once the brahmin left the city and went into the 
forest. He meditated for many months. At last, God 
appeared and said, “O devotee, what do you want ?” 
“O God, alll wantisason,” the brahmin said. 


But God said, “I cannot grant you a son. You have 
meditated for long. Youcan ask for anything else >?” 


“No, I only want a son,” brahmin 
insisted stubbornly. 


God said, “I grant you a son 
but remember anything 
begottens..byeiarce Fog 
stubborness always 
brings pain and sorrow.” 
Soon the brahmin had a 
son. But the boy grew 
into a disobedient, 
cheating, gambling and 
lying young man. And the 
brahmin remembered 
that God’s words had 

come true: 


75. Justice 


§*Once a cruel man killed a rich 
merchant. After the killing, as he 
was trying to escape from the dead 
: merchant’s house, he was seen by the 
“dead njérchant’s family members. They started 
shouting and soon a huge crowd started chasing 
the murderer. While running the murderer found 
some ruins and hid in it all night. Next morning as 
he got out of the ruins, someone recognised him 
and he was chased once again. So the murderer 
ran and soon left the city. 

Soon he reached a river. Suddenly a a wolf came to 
attack him. Hence the murderer climbed up atree. A 
while later, he heard the rustle of 

leaves. He turned to see a large 
cobra in the branches of the 
tree. It approached the 
murderer and was 
about to strike him. To 
saveohinselisy ithe 
murderer jumped into 
the river. The crocodiles 
of the river tore his body 
to pieces. 

So it’s true that nature 
always serves justice. 
Poe Vinurderer had 
ended someone’s life so 
nature ended his life. 


76.The Camel’s Lesson 


A camel lived in a forest. He had a 
very bad habit of teasing or insulting 
other animals for their appearance. 
He would tease the elephant and say, *& a 
“Oh ! How fat and ugly you look. God has give gaia 
two tails one in the back and one in the front.” i 
To the rhinoceros, he would comment, “All animals on 
have two horns and you are queer-looking with 
just one horn on your nose.” 
When he would meet the zebra, he would always 
comment, “Ah! Here you are with crooked black lines 
all over you. What is the use of them anyway ?” 
All the animals felt bad at this. One day, a frank 
monkey met the camel and said, 
“Oh! Mr. Camel! Where are 
you going with that ugly 
hunch on your back? 
Look at your long and 
crooked neck on such a 
a small body. What do you 
do with such a long 
necks 
The camel sefe fur 
such words. He learnt a 
(oe lesson. Now he knew 
ya how the others felt at his 
COMMENUS,. oa sire 
stopped that bad habit 
from that day itself. 


77.Evil Has An Evil End 


Once there was a poor and old 
e, hermit. The villagers used to give him 
\ * alms everyday. The hermit had the 
. habit of sharing his food with the 


Once he reached an old woman’s house. She was a 
cruel woman and a miser. On asking for alms, she 
gave some leftover food to the hermit. The next day 
the hermit went to her house for food once again. She 
gave it with a heavy heart. On seeing the hermit on 
the third day the old woman got irritated. She mixed 
poison in rice and gave it to him. 

The hermit reached his hut and was about to eat. 
Just then a young man came 

and said, “I am hungry. Can 
you feed me something ?” 

The hermit gave all the 
rice to him. The young 
man ate the poisoned 
rice and to the hermit’s 
Surprise’ he-died 
instantly. The young 
man was the old 
woman’s son and had 
returned after a long 
journey of many days. 

. So the evil woman’s 
plan resulted in loss of 
her only son. 


78. The Correct Solution 

Once a king wanted to find a wise 
man to be his Prime Minister. So 
according to a plan, he made ariddle. 


“A man has a boat to cross’ the river. 
Only two can go in the boat at one time. 
has to take a lion, a goat and a bundle of grass to 
the other bank so that in a way no one will eat the 
other. What will he do ?” 
No one in the kingdom could give the answer. Then 
a young man went to the king and said, “Your 
Majesty, the man will take the goat to the other 
bank. Then he will go to get the lion. He will bring 
the lion to the other bank and take back the goat 
with him. Then he will take the 


grass to the lion because lion 
won't eat the grass. He will 
row back to get the goat 
to the other bank.” 

The king was amazed by 
his cleverness because 
he had never let the 
grass and the goat or the 
lion and the goat to be 
. together. 

. So the king was sure of 
» his intelligence and 
appointed him as the 
Prime Minister. 


79. Ramu’s Khichdi 


ta Once Ramu felt very ill. The doctor 
- asked him to eat khichdi (an Indian 
*—\dish). Ramu had a bad memory. To 
aes “remember this, he KkepteTreciting 
khichdi... khichdi... khichdi on the way home. 
But soon he forgot the word and started saying 


khachidi (means ‘eat bird’) 

As he passed by a field, a farmer shouted and beat 
him. “You say Khachidi ! So the birds may eat my 
grains. Now say udchidi (means ‘fly bird’).” 


Now Ramu went on reciting Udchidi... Udchidi. A 
bird catcher had spread his net to catch birds. He 
slapped him. “Don't say udchidi. The birds will fly 
away. Say phanschidi (means 

‘get caught bird).” ( | ve 
He now recited phanschidi... 
phanschidi... as he walked 
on. A gang of thieves 
passed him by. They 
shouted at Ramu and 
beat him up mercilessly 
and said, “You wanted us 
to get caught. You are 
saying phanschidi. Go 
away from here.” 
Soovdue£0) <a.u;poor 
memory Ramu madea .- 
mistake and was 
beaten so many times. 


80.What’s In A Name? 


Once a boy named Papak studied in a 
gurukul. Papak means ‘sinner’. So he 
wanted to change his name. His teacher 
asked him to go and look for anew name. , 
On the way, he met a poor sweeper. Her name was 
Dhana Lakshmi which, means ‘Goddess of Wealth’. 
Then he went on and soon met a thief. His name was 
Dharam Das, that is ‘one who does good deeds.” 


Then he met an illiterate boy whose name was 
Vidhya Das which means ‘Disciple of knowledge.’ 


Papak walked on and reached a village. He walked 
on and passed by a cremation ground. Some people 
were gathered there. He enquired and found out that 
a man had died. His name was 
Amar Singh which meant 

‘immortal lion’. 


Then Papak thought, “Oh! 
He died even though he 
was called amar.” 


Y A man standing nearby 
said, “What's in a name? 
A name is merely used to 
address you. It’s what 
you do, your deeds and 
actions that counts. That 
is what makes your 
character and not the 
name you have.” 


$1. 


Once, there was a large forest. A 
variety of trees and plants grew 
there. There were oak; 
walnut, apple, neem and peepal trees. 
j hem, there was one tree which had a 


Never Blame God 


seesham, 


eee eaa trunk. Its branches were also crooked and 
grew haywire. It had no colourful flowers or juicy 
fruits and its leaves were dull and limp. The other 
trees used to tease him, “Hello, you ugly fellow, 


how do you feel today?” 


The poor tree would think, “Why did God make me 
ugly? Why can’t! be like the other healthy trees >” 


One day, a woodcutter came to the forest. He said, 


“What a crooked and ugly tree. 
It’s no use for me. Let me cut 
down the trunks of these 


straight trees.” 

So all the trees were cut 
down other than the 
crooked tree. Then the 
crooked tree thought, “I 
now feel that whatever 
God. does; he has a 
reason behind it. We 
must not blame God for 
pil ~trow bles .: My 
ugliness saved my life 
after all.” 


82.The Messenger Donkey, | 
Once a jackal was a lion’s ministet pel 
Everyday the jackal would inform “* . 
the lion about the prey he might see . oh i 
anywhere. The lion would hunt, ea 
and leave some share of the animadfg 
thejackal. The two of them were living blissfully. 
Once the lion fell ill. For many days, he could not 
even get out of his den. He said to the jackal, “I am 
ill and hungry because I have not eaten for the past 
few days. Get me some food or else I'll eat you up.” 
The jackal looked all over the jungle for the prey 
and at last spotted a grazing donkey. He went and 
said to him,“Dear donkey, I've been searching for 

you so long. The forest king wants 
to make you his messenger.” 


“Is that so ! Let’s go to meet 
him,’ rssaiderthe eager 
donkey. 


The yackarmtléd tie 
donkey to the lion’s den. 
There the lion pounced 
on him and killed him in 
a moment. The lion and 
the jackal enjoyed their 
feast. The poor donkey 
~_forgot that greed and 
“\/ haste often leads to a 
~ fall. 


83.The Golden Chance 


Once the people said to the king, 

“Your Majesty, nowadays a cheat 
has been cheating and stealing from 
/ us. Please protect us from him.” 

The king asked his spies to look for the cheat. He 
was soon caught and brought to the court. But the 
clever cheat pleaded with tears that he would never 
cheat again and he would become an honest man 
now. The king trusted the cheat and forgave him. 


The cheat went away but he did not change his 
habit of cheating. Just outside the city, he met a 
rich merchant. He made him unconscious and 
threw him in a well. He took his money but while 
running, the cheat slipped and 
fell. His head struck a stone 

Banani puede CO acaiLe 
unconscious. 


Some spies saw him. 
they. rescued tne 
merchant and then 
took the cheat back to 
theenking. “rhe: cheat 
asked for forgiveness 
again. But king said, “I 
forgave you once to 
help you change. It was 
a golden chance. But 
now sou Newi lh be 
sentenced to death.” 


84.The Old Woman’s Hut 


Once there was a great king named 
Vikramaditya. One day he saw a 
beautiful place by the side of a river. 
He ordered his Prime Minister to bulda =a" 
large and beautiful palace there . The Prime Ministe 

contacted the royal architect and a plan was made. 
Soon the labourers started to build the palace. A few 
days later, the Prime Minister went to King 
Vikramaditya and said, “Your Majesty, just where 
the palace is to be built, there is a poor old woman’s 
broken hut. It is going to ruin the beauty of the 
palace.” The king said, “Tell her, that she will be 
given another place and gold coins too if she'll leave 

the hut.” 


The next day the old woman 
met the king and said, “I'll 
not leave my hut. It’s my 
dead husband’s home. 
That’s all I have received 
\ from him. No amount of 
\, gold can make me 
WN leave.” 
The king realized that 
the old woman was 
“ emotionally attached to 
= the hut and he let it be. 
Everyone praised King 
Vikramaditya’s sense of 
justice. 


85.The Four Thieves 


| Once, there was a gang of four 
= | thieves. One night they robbed a 
Ae wealthy merchant’s house. But the 
servants woke up and chased them. The 
S away with all the robbed money and the 
ornaments and hidina deep forest outside the city. 


After two days they could not control their hunger, 
so one of them said, “Two of us must go to the city 
and see if everything is safe. Then they must get 
some food for the others.” 

So two of them went to the city. They went to a hotel 
and fed their hungry stomachs. Then they mixed 
poison in some packed food to feed the other two 
because they wanted to have all 
the wealth. » Ms 
Back in the forest, the other & oy 
two thieves also made a t 
plan. They hid behind a 
bush. When the other 
two thieves came with 
the food, they stabbed 
them to death. Then 
they happily sat down 
to eat the food. But as 
soon as they ate it, they 
fell dead as the food was 
poisoned. 

So all of them fell victims 
to their evil ways. 


86.The Pleasure Of Freedom 


Once in a jungle a beautiful golden 
bird had made her home on a tree. 7 
When she sang, shiny pearls fell” 
from her open beak. (fi 
One day a bird catcher came to the jungle. Soom 
he spread a net and the poor golden bird was 
caught in it. The bird catcher took the bird home 
and kept it in a silver cage and fed it well. But the 
sad bird did not sing at all and the hunter never 
got any pearls. 

The bird catcher sold the caged bird to a merchant. 
The merchant gifted that golden bird to the king. The 
king thought, “Hmm...that’s a nice bird. Ill give it to 

the princess to play with.” 


So the king gave the caged bird 
to the princess. 


She was a beautiful girl 
with a kind heart. 

She at once freed the 
gold ei Ditdres i 
pleasure “of freedom 
made the golden bird 

sing aloud and soon a 

shower of pearls fell in 
= } theroom of princess. 

J eas The golden bird came to 
— ' meet the princess 
everyday and sang for 
a Her. 


87.The Intelligent Painter 


Once avery old and rich woman lived 
in the town. She was of a rather 
eccentric nature. 
Once, she asked a famous painter to 
portrait. The painter completed the 
painting in a month. So she went to get the 
painting. Her dog accompanied her. The painter 
unveiled the old woman’s portrait and waited for 
her comment. The old woman turned to her dog 
and asked, “Sheru, how is my portrait ?” 
But the dog did not look at the painting. The old 
woman angrily said, “Even my dog does not 
recognise me. [ll not pay you for this painting.” 


The painter replied, “Come in 
the morning again and I'l 

rectify the mistake.” 

In the night, the painter 
rubbed a piece of meat 
at the lower edge of the 
painting. Next day the F TAR 
old woman came with / \\s"~ 
her dog. The dog smelt [ , “wrk i 


the meat and he started «— ey, Zz 
licking the painting. The Py, tee 


old woman thought that 
the” dog liked” her | 
portrait and paid a lot of2~ CZ 

money to the painter. Saul 


88.The Coconut 


Once a miser went to buy.acoconut. 
The coconut seller asked for ten 
rupees for one coconut. 

<T’ll pay you five rupees,” said the miser."¢% 
“Then go to the wholesale market, two miles 
away. Only there you will get a coconut for five 
rupees,” replied the coconut seller. 

The miser walked to the wholesale market. He 
picked a coconut there and said to the coconut 
seller, “I will pay rupees three for this.” 


The vendor said, “If you want a coconut for three 
rupees then walk three miles to the seashore.” 
The miser walked to the seashore. 

“ll “pay “rupee One sora. 
coconut, IMiISser Said tortie 
; COCONUL “Scllem cat ctec 
seashore. 


"Tl wont sell 1, [ope 
rupee. Why don’t you 
climb the coconut tree 
and get it for free ?” 

The~miser «climbed =aip 
the tree, but he slipped 
and fell on ground and 
broke his back bone. He 
had to spend ten 
thousand rupees on 
treatment. All this just 
for a free coconut ! 


89.The Miser 


Once a miser went to the city to meet 
his friend. The miser’s friend thought 
of teaching him a lesson. He took him 
to the market and said, PuOU can wish 
to eat anything and I'll get it for you.” 
Then they went to a hotel. The friend asked, “How 
is this dinner?” The hotel owner replied, “As tasty 
as sweets, sir.” 


“Then let us have sweets,” the friend said. 

They went to a sweet shop and asked, “How are the 
sweets?” 

“As sweet as honey,” the sweet shop owner said. 

The friend said, “Let us have honey then.” 

The friend took the miser to a: — | 

honey shop and asked,” “How 
is the honey?” 

“As pure as water,” the 
honey seller replied. 

“Ah !” said the friend. 
“Tl feed you the purest 
of all the foods.” 
SOkathesniser..\was 
offered several pots full 
of water instead of 
food. After this, the 
miser left the habit of 
miserliness forever. 


90.The Intelligent Wife 


Ramesh was a gambler. His wife 
Seema, was also fed up of her [ 
husband’s gambling habit. , 
One day Ramesh lost a lot of money in ag _ 
gamble to Ramu. So Ramu demanded for the 
But Ramesh had no money to give him. Then Rani 
said, “Ill come to your house. Whichever thing I will 
touch first, will become mine.” 
Ramesh did not know what to do. He went home 
and told Seema about it. She said, “I will help you 
only if you promise to stop gambling forever.” 
Ramesh agreed to it. 
Seema took all valuable articles of the house and Kept 
it in the attic. Next day Ramu came 
to their house. He saw all the 
valuable things kept together 
in the attic. He started to 
climb the ladder. As he 
touched the ladder to 
climb up, Seema _ said, 
“Stop ! As per your words, 
the ladder is yours forever, 
because you touched it 
first. Now you may take 
the ladder.” 


Ramu went away sadly 
and Seema saved her 
valuables and her 
husband from gambling. 


Ss 4 
\ 4 
t | 
\q 
my \ 
\ 8) 
\ 98 


91.The Farmer’s Kindness 
Once a king’s army was going back 
after a battle. Their food supplies got 
ey finished. The king asked his soldiers to 

go to a nearby village and get the grains. 
Some soldiers and their commander entered the 
village and met a farmer. The commander asked 
him, “Dear farmer, can you lead us to this village’s 
largest field?” 
He took them to a large field. The commander 
ordered his soldiers, “Cut and collect all the grains.” 
At this, the farmer got scared, He said, “Sir, come 
and I’ll show you another field.” 
The soldiers went with him to a small field. They 
collected the grains from that 
field. The commander asked 
the farmer why he led them 
to this field. The farmer 
replied, “That field 
belongs to someone 
else. How could I let you 
destroy it? This is my 
field and here I can 
allow you to do, what I 
wish.” 
The king learnt of the | 
farmer’s kind concern |] 
for others and paid him \ 
handsomely for his | 
grains. 
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92.Gain Or Loss 


It was summer and there were many 
instances of power failures. Ramesh 
wanted to be prepared for this, so he 
went to a shop. He bought two candles. ie 
Each of them cost two rupees. When he gave a ten 
rupee note, the shopkeeper returned six rupees. 
There was a five rupee coin and two fifty paise coins. 
At home, there was no light. So Ramesh lit the 
candle but by chance he dropped a fifty paise coin 
in the dark. He looked around but could not find 
the coin. Slowly the candle burnt to half but 
Ramesh was still busy looking for the coin. 
Gradually the candle was burnt out. So Ramesh lit 
the second candle too and kept 
looking for the coin. A few 
minutes later, the second 
candle was also burnt out 
and luckily Ramesh 
recovered the coin. - 


But to gain the fifty paise 
Ramesh had burnt out 
candles worth four 
rupees. He wondered if 
he had gained a coin or 


ie lost some money. 

vit We must. } bes. canrhialeste 
>» Pe x ake decisions which do 
| VAS} not cause us loss in 
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93.Clever Monu 


Monu was a small boy. He was very 
| naughty, clever and witty. His witty 
een Sn), replies amazed everyone. 


bought some vegetables and then went ti a fruit 
vendor. He bought half a kilogram of pear. But the 
vendor was dishonest. He was cheating and weighed 
three fifty grams of pears only. Monu observed this 
and said, “These are not half kilogram of pears. 
These appear less.” 

“No, they are allright and anyway they will be easy 
for you to carry home.” 

Monu was clever. He gave money 

for three fifty grams of pears to 

the vendor. The vendor said, 
“I gave you half kilogram of 
pears. You are giving me 
less money.” 

Monu remarked, “No, 
the amount is correct. 
Besides they will be easy 
for you to count and 
carry in your pocket.” 

The fruit vendor was 
amazed at the small 
boy’s words. Clever 
Monu had given him a 
befitting reply. 


94.Selecting The Treasurer }) 4 
Once the old treasurer of a king died. Wy 
Now the king wanted an honest jax 
treasurer to take care of the royal 
treasury. The king announced tha 
anyone who wanted to have a job in the roy 
must present himselfin the palace next day. 


The next morning, many people gathered in the 
royal courtyard. They were made to go through a 
passage from the courtyard to reach the king’s 
court. In the passage, there were many pots full of 
gold coins and gems. When everyone had reached 
the court, the king ordered, “All of you must dance 
till ask you to stop.” 


So all of them started dancing on 
the beats of the drums. 


But as soon as they began 
dancing, gems and gold 
coins fell» from their 
pockets which everyone 
\ had picked from the pots 
~ in the dark passage. Only 
a young man’s dance did 
not bear any such things. 
The king said, “Guards, 
give ten whiplashes to all 
_ of these dishonest people. 
Only this man is fit to be 
my treasurer sfor) he Ais 
honest.” 


95.The Magical Pot 


. One day a man and his wife were 
ie ligging the land to sow some seeds. 
JP"As they dug deep, their shovel hit 
#something. They discovered a large 
ct pper pot under ground. They picked it 
out. They both carried the pot home. On the way, 
the man put his shovel in the pot. 

At home, they looked in the pot. To their 
amazement, there were now two shovels inside. 
The man said, “Oh! This means, whatever you 
put in this magical pot, it will double by itself.” 

So the man put some money in the pot and doubled 
it. He put some more in it and it increased too. In 
such a way the couple now hada 


lot of money. Once the greedy 
wife was taking out money | 
from the pot. She slipped 497 7”" ' 


ena efelly anside.’ “The 
man pulled her out but 
now there were two 
wives. He pulled out 
the second woman and 
then four and so on 
until he had ten wives. 
The magical pot had 
put the man in great 
trouble. 

That’s why it is said 
that greed is a great 
evil. 


96.The Hotel Owners 


Once three friends decided to start a 
hotel. They found a small one-star 
neat looking hotel. They saw it from 
outside and stood talking abou 7 
purchasing it. Meanwhile a man approatited the d 
and said, “I am the owner of this hotel and want to 
sellit. [heard that you wanted to buy it.” 
“Yes, you are right,” the friends said. 
“How much money do you have ?” the man asked. 
“We have two lakhs,” one of them replied. 
“Alright then. Take this bundle of hotel’s papers 
and give me the money. The hotel is your’s now.” 
They happily gave the money, took the papers and 
entered uthe. hotel.4 Ghee nada: 
hearty lunch. The waiter asked 
for the bill’s payment but the 
friends said, “We are the 
new owners of this hotel. 
See these papers.” 
The actual hotel owner 
b> Cam’ ésliam di aieices: 
examining their papers 
he told them that these 
are fake papers of the 
hotel. So all the three 
friends had to wash 
dirty vessels to pay 
: their bills. The friends 
— fy realized that one must 


—f 
»*; notactin haste. 
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97.Amit’s Oversmartness 


Amit had to leave Delhi and go to 
Mumbai. When -he reached the 
railway station, the train was filled 
with passengers. There was no empty 
place in the carriage. Amit saw a man selling 
rubber toys. He suddenly had a plan. 

Amit bought a rubber snake and threw it in the 
carriage. All the passengers got scared when they 
saw the snake. There were shouts of fright and 
cries for help. People ran out of the carriage. Now 
Amit soon saw an empty berth and lay down on it. 
The breeze blowing in through the window, put 
him to sleep. 

A few hours later, Amit woke up. 

He thought that the train had 
stopped at a station. He got 
out of the carriage and 
asked the T.C. “Which 
Siamon mit, het. Cc, 
repued; “it us. “Delhr: 
Actually there was a 
snake in this carriage. 
So it was separated 
anda lefpebehind” here 
wo de. titer .o t.hser 
carriages have left for 
Mumbai.” 

Amit cried out in shock. 
His oversmartness had 
put him in deep trouble. 
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98.Patience Pays 
Once a king had announced that 
anyone who wanted the post of 
personal assistant, must meet him. ~ 
Many people gathered in the palace. The "Semper" | 
king led them to a pond and said, aWwhdeven will fill 
this pond’s water in this pot will be chosen for the 
post. But remember, there is a hole in the pot.” 


So some people left without a single try. While some 
people tried for once and then said, “The king has 
already chosen someone else. Let’s go.” 
But one man kept filling the pot with pond water 
patiently. He filled the water in the pot from the 
pond and came out on the ground. But always 
within few moments, the water 
POUTed. “On the. orOn ic 
completely. He tried that 
uncountable numbers of 
times. At last the pond 
became empty. The man 
/ found a diamond ring in 
the empty pond and he 
gave it to the king. At 
this the king said, “This 
ring is a reward for your 
patience and hard work. 
You are fit for the job.” 
So the man confirmed 
that patience pays. 


99.A Priceless Lesson 


Once upon atime, a student named 
akesh lived in an ashram. Every 
pi night hé used to jump over the 
~ashram’s boundary wall and roam 

OT: re used to return before dawn. No one 
: ries that Rakesh went out at night. 


One night as usual, Rakesh found everyone 
asleep. He peeped into Guruji’s room and saw 
him sleeping. Then Rakesh crept out towards the 
wall. He climbed up a ladder, he had and jumped 
over the wall. But actually Guruji was awake and 
had seen Rakesh going out. 


He got up and took away the ladder from the spot. 
A few hours later, Rakesh 
retmrnedaine the .darls, he 
tried to climbed down from 
themavalh!) want Gury 
stood where the ladder 
wiasynwkl ee. helped 
Rakesh to get down 
anti rsdidio: “hon; sat 
least take a warm 
shawl, when you go 
out at night.” 


Guruji’s gentle manner 
made Rakesh realize his 
own folly. He apologised 
and never went out at 
night again. 


100.The Crow’s Vanity 


Once there was a crow who was & 
always brooding about his colour. He 
thought sadly, “I am so black and ugly. 
If only I was colourful as other birds.” ia 
One day as the crow sat on a tree, a~SfOtp or 
peacocks strutted by. They were walking with enen 
feathers fanned out. The crow felt sad again, when 
he saw the peacocks’ feathers. When the peacocks 
left, the crow found some of their feathers 
scattered on the ground. He picked them up and 
went to his friend the monkey. With his help, the 
crow tucked the feathers on his body. Then he 
went to the peacocks and said, “Let me join you for 
now lam as beautiful as you are.” 


But the peacocks grew angry and 
pecked the crow away from 
there. The crow flew back to 

his own friends. But the 

“~~ crows said, “Go away from 

. my here. You cannot live with 

wif us because you don’t feel 

proud to be what you are.” 


So the poor crow was 
abandoned by his own 
fellows and had to lead a 
; lonely life. He learnt to 
je accept himselfas he was. 


101.The Wrestling Tortoise 


Once a tortoise went to learn 
wrestling from the rabbit, an expert 
wrestler. Soon the tortoise had 
Carat the art anditbecamecan 
t wrestler. 


One day, a goat started to tease him. The tortoise 
lost his temper. Soon they got into a physical bout. 
The expert tortoise wrestled with him. Soon he 
defeated and injured the goat. The other animals 
started fearing the tortoise. 

This made the tortoise feel proud of his strength. 
Soon he became very insulting towards others. 
He started to trouble innocent animals. 
One day, he started teasing the 

rabbit and challenged him to 

wrestle with him. After all, 
the rabbit was the 
tortoise’s teacher. Soon 
the rabbit defeated the 
tortoise and threw him 
tovithes ground. “The 
tortoise’s shell and back 
were broken. Now the 
other animals started 
teasing the same 
tortoise. 

Thus™®the tortorse 
began to realize that 
pride has a fall. 


102.The Story Of Wells 


Once upon a time, there was a 
severe drought in a country. The 
king sent his soldiers in search of 
water everywhere. gy 
One soldier reached a busy street mark 
asked a shopkeeper, “Where can | get water?” 
The shopkeeper said, “There is no water here but 
you can take this slab ofice. It is frozen water.” 
So the soldier took the ice with him. Neither he 
nor his king had seen ice before. Soon the soldier 
reached the king but in the meantime the ice slab 
had melted into a small piece of ice. The king 
asked the soldier to dig the ground to what he 
thought was the ‘seed of water’ 
to grow a ‘tree of water.’ But 
the 1ces piece melted swvihen 
kept on ground and the 
water got absorbed in 
thes grounds bneieaine 
asked his soldiers to dig 
the ground to get back 
the pieces ‘ofmicemri ie 
soldiers dug deep in the 
. grounds buChiOR hel: 
_ amazement, they found 
»water there instead of 
p the ice. That is how the 
wells were created. 


——==~@ SO, the wells were dug all 


over the kingdom. 


103.The Potter’s Prayers 


ace there was a potter, who made 
Poo epotse wie chad: a good 
business but sometimes people 
complained that his pots would break 
=easl C , he got fed up of hearing the 
complaints. He prayed to the goddess. When she 
appeared, the potter said, “Please make my pots 
unbreakable, so the customers stop complaining.” 
The Goddess blessed the potter and vanished. 
Now all the pots he made became unbreakable. 
So the complaints stopped but the customers 
stopped buying new pots because their old pots 
were not breaking or getting damaged. 
fine srpotter »prayed:toc the 
Goddess again and _ said, 
‘Mother, « fergivermane: 
Please make the pots as 
before;\«I\ tried: to: go 
against nature but [| 
was wrong.” 
The Goddess heard 
the potter’s prayers 
and fulfilled his wish. 
Mowiutine:petter’s 
business flourished as 
before. 
That is why it is said 
that we should accept 
things as they are. 


104.The Smart Dog 


Once a farmer and his wife had a 
flock of sheep. Even after all their 
efforts, a wolf ate up all the sheep and 
only one sheep was left. Once the ; : 
couple sat talking about selling the remaining 
sheep. The sheep heard them and thought, “I'd 
rather live freely than be killed by a butcher.” 

So the sheep left the farm at night with the guard 
dog. By chance, the wolf saw them and thought to 
get the sheep for dinner. But he knew that he could 
not harm the sheep in the presence of the dog. So 
he said to the sheep, “Hey sheep! Come here and 
return the coat that Ilent you last week.” 


The dog understood what the wolf 
wanted. He saw a trap laid by 
the farmer near a trees Some 
said, “We will believe you, if 
you touch the holy chain 
hanging near the tree.” 


As soon as the wolf went 
=, near the tree, his feet got 
\, caught in the trap. In the 
Cate “ge morning, the farmer was 

\« happy that the wolf had 
| been caught. So the 
heep and the guard dog 
ere -needeédh sagan. 
Me Hence they went back 
_with him. 
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105.Faith In God 


f Mansukh Lal was a_ hardworking 
|| man. Initially he believed in God and 
attributed his success to God. He 


gradually as he acquired success, he became very 
proud. He now thought that his success was due to 
his hard work. He stopped praising God and even 
removed God’s idol from his house. 

Once, during a discussion about God with some 
people, Mansukhlal said, “Who is God ? It’s not 
due to him, that I am so much successful now. 
It’s all my hard work only. And if actually God is so 
powerful then he can kill me in five minutes from 
now. I challenge him.” 


Five minutes later, Mansukh 
Lal laughed at God for he 
was still alive. But an old 
man got up and said, 
“If your son asks you to 
kill him with a gun, will 
you do that ? God isy 
like your father and 
hell never harm you.” 
Mansukh Lal realized 
his mistake and 
apologised to God. Now _ 
he knew that faith in Af | 
God is far more 44 @ 
important than God rs 
himself. (4 
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106.How Cats Became Pets 


Long before today the cat lived in the 
jungle. She always wanted to be 
friends with the strongest animal. 
Once she observed that everyormmy, 
feared the lion so she became the lion’s frfetrd= 
One day, as they were sunbathing, an elephant 
passed by. All the animals including the lion cleared 
the way to let the elephant pass. The cat thought that 
the elephant was stronger than the lion. So she 
became the elephant’s friend. One day as the cat and 
the elephant were at the lake, the elephant 
trumpeted, “There are hunters here!” and he ran 
away. So now the cat left the elephant and went to 
the city to live with the hunter 

thinking that the hunter was 
strongeriy.lm athearcity) tee 
hunter took him home. His 
wife shouted at him, “Ha! 
You could not kill a lion 
but why have you 
\ceme Ag brought this useless cat 
—/ @y here ?” 
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Suddenly a mouse 
passed nearby and the 
vw, Woman screamed. The 

) cat ran and caught the 
mouse. The woman was 
happy to get rid of the 
mouse. So she kept the 
cat as a petin her house. 


107.Mohit’s Cleverness 


Once Mohit and his younger brother 
Sumit were alone at home. 


Suddenly, two men got into the 
house and said, “We are your father’s 
riends. We want a blue file he has.” Actually they 
were terrorists. 

Mohit’s father was a police officer and he had 
brought a file home. It had information about the 
dens of notorious terrorists. Mohit knew the file 
was safe inside the cupboard. But Mohit said, “I 
had seen the file on the table.” 

As the terrorists searched for the file on the table. 
Mohit signalled to Sumit. Sumit started crying 
loudly. One of them shouted, 

“Stop crying, you fool !” 
Mohit said, “He wants 
biscuits to eat. They are 
in kitchen’s cupboard. 
I can’t reach it.” 


Both of them got into 
the kitchen to get the 
biscuit. Mohit quickly 
locked the kitchen door 
ancien Called his 
neighbours. Soon the 
police also reached 
Mohit’s house and 
arrested both of the 
terrorists. 


108.The Guilty Person 


Akram worked as a servant in a rich 
man’s mansion. He used to do 
various domestic works. But he had 
a bad habit. Each time he was alone, ¥ 
he would steal something to eat. on 2 
One day, the owner’s family went to attend a 
wedding. Soon Akram was all alone in the house. 
He went into the kitchen and opened the 
refrigerator. There he, drank some juice and ate 
some sweets. He saw two oranges and ate them. 
Just then the doorbell rang. Akram got scared. He 
thought, “Oh! May be the owner has come. What do 
I do with these orange peels? If I stay to hide them 
VIL be: late; at.thedoory if 1. keep 
them here Ill be caught.” 


So Akram ate up the orange 
peels too and then he 
opened the door. But 
L490 A kOsr ate Tn Sees 
disappointment, there 
was a postman to deliver 
| aregistered letter. When 
| he left, Akram thought, 
“A thief is always afraid 
of being caught. Today 
that fear made me eat 
the orange peels too. Ill 
never steal food from 
today.” 


109.A Lesson 


Bittoo was a very naughty boy. One 
p day he sat atop a tree with his 
\ catapult. Just then, he saw the priest 
of the village temple passing by. His 
sad was shining in the sun. Bittoo could not 
resist himself, so he took a stone and aimed it at 
the priest’s head. The stone struck the priest’s 
head causing a wound that started bleeding. The 
priest cried out in pain. He looked around and soon 
spotted Bittoo on the tree with the catapult in his 
hand. He called Bittoo down and said, “Your aim is 
excellent, son. Tomorrow the king will pass this 
way. You must hit a stone to his head. He will 
reward you for the excellent 
aim.” 
Next day when the king 
passed by, Bittoo hit 
stone on his forehead. 
As the king started 
bleeding he sent his 
guards to get Bittoo. 
The king ordered that 
Bittoo be whipped a 
handveda tines) in 
public. 
Buetoo eri ed 'fLoPr Y 
forgiveness. The king | 
forgave him when he 
promised not to be 
naughty anymore. 


110.Kishan’s Plan 

Kishan was a poor farmer. One of his 
oxen died. Kishan decided to sell the 
other ox to a friend in the city. > ¢@ 
As Kishan was going back to the villagé aw 

after selling the ox, he passed through 4 fore 
Four dacoits blocked his way. They wanted to aie 
him. They took his money. Then they thought that 
if they would let him go, he would complain in the 
police station. So they tried to kill him. 

But Kishan was clever. He laughed aloud and said, 
“Try your best but you cannot kill me. An astrologer 
has said that four blind men will kill me.” 


All the four dacoits covered their eyes with a cloth 
to kill him, but Kishan ran Off. 
The dacoits realized this and 
followed him. By then, 
Kishan had reached the 
main road where he saw 
\ . a police jeep. He told the 
police everything about 
fethe four dacoits. So 
4 7° within a short span of 
"te; time, the police arrested 
the dacoits. Kishan got 
his money back and a 
~ reward of ten thousand 
rupees was given to him 
which he spent on 
buying new oxen, new 
cart and anew hut. 
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111.Think Before You Speak 
™ Once a fairy came to a poor 
woodcutter and his wife and said, 
“You have worked hard for so many 
_ years. Ask for any three wishes and 
thg de granted.” 

The couple started to think what they must ask for. 
The wife said, “Let’s ask for a lot of money !” 

“No, then the dacoits will kill us for the money,” the 
woodcutter said. So the couple said to the fairy that 
they would think and tell. 

That night they sat by the kitchen stove thinking 
what to ask for. The wife said, “I wish, we had 
chicken to eat.” and there appeared a chicken on a 
plate. The woodcutter scolded, 

“You have wasted a wish. Now 

stick the chicken to year 

nose.” and the chicken 
flew and stuck to the 
woman’s nose. The 
couple got scared now. 
The wife said, “Let me be 
free of this chicken,” g Li 
and so the third wish ~Ge=\% 
was wasted too and the 
chicken got unstruck 
from her nose. 

The foolish couple did 
not think before they 
spoke and lost a chance 
of becoming rich. 


112. Rahman’s Gold 


Once, Rahman was sitting outside 
his hut on a hill, watching the 
beautiful sun set. | 
Just then, he saw something shining} } tj ¥ 
at a distance, He exclaimed, “Olimisae shiny > 
house. It must be made of gold.” So Rahman 
rushed towards the golden house. He wanted to 
reach it as soon as possible. But when he reached 
the spot, there was no golden house. There was 
an old hut. The sun’s rays had given its walls a 
golden glow. So Rahman turned to go back up the 
hill. He looked up and saw a golden house at the 
topy He: shouted» “Theresa: goldem housexap 
thereto!” 

So “he*climbéd=tip the #agll 
quickly. He reached the hill 
to find that golden house 
to be his own hut. He 
had thrown some glass 
pieces on the roof. The 
glass pieces were 
catching the sun’s rays 
and shinidgarrdiiven 
Rahman smiled to 
himself and said, "Oh, it 
is not gold either. 
Anyway now I’ve learnt 
that all that glitters is 
not gold.” 


)-) are you standing here like this ?” 
Bhiku said, “Last night Isaw adream.” 
«sf what about the dream ?” Bansilal smiled. 

“I saw that I would get gold here, in front of your 
shop,” Bhiku replied seriously. 

Bansi Lal laughed and said, “You fool, dreams 
never come true. If dreams came true then! tell you 
what I saw in my dream. In my dream I saw that 
there is gold underground in your courtyard.” 
Bhiku rushed back. On the way he kept thinking, 
“May be dreams do come true.” He reached home 
and started digging in his 

courtyard. Suddenly his 
shovel struck a pot. He 
took out the pot. It was 
filled with gold coins. 
Bhiku happily said, 
“Thanks to Bansi Lal 
who teased me about 
my dreams. Now | am 
no longer a poor man.” 
TUS. itois) true \that 
courage and patience 
can make dreams come 
tpaes 


114.Yashvardhan’s Wisdom 


Once a very famous and intelligent 
scholar Yashvardhan lived in a village. 
One day, a royal messenger came to 
the village. He went to Yashvardhanhy — 
and said, “I am a royal eet The ine ae 
called you. Please come with me.” 


Yashvardhan obeyed ‘the royal’ orders Gand 
accompanied the messenger to the palace. There, 
the king welcomed him. Then, they had lunch 
together. After some entertainments, the king said, 
“Yashvardhan, please accept this bag of gold coins. 
Thisis a gift for you. Ithas ahundred gold coins.” 
“But, Your Majesty, why are you giving this to me? I 
cannot accept it.” 
“Why not ? I heard that you are 
a great scholar so I am giving 
you wthisiceifte. ) Hee sexe 
“Your Majesty, you are 
giving me gift because 
| you heard that I am a 
scholar. If tomorrow 
someone says thatlama 
rogue, will you punish 
jme? Please confirm and 
check before believing 
what others say.” 


The king was impressed 
by .Yashvardiamn 5s 
- wisdom. 
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115.Green Gold 


Rima was a beggar girl. One day a lady 
\Jaae) gave her some saplings and seeds of 
_* ¢. {lower plants instead of alms and said, 
‘Plant these saplings and seeds. You will 
dred times more from them.” 

Rima did not understand anything but decided to 
do as the lady had said. She went to her small hut 
and dug the ground by its side. Then she planted 
the saplings and sowed the seeds. She watered 
them well and a few weeks later, flowers bloomed 
around her hut. One day a few women came to buy 
the flowers, Rima had grown. So from that day 
Rima plucked the flowers and sold them door to 
door. Sometimes, she sold them 

iaeainie. ditt Ket And, “Ory Lac 

roads. She was earning her 

living well and had 
stopped begging. Soon 
some people became (agg 
regular buyers of her ie —- - 
flowers. She saved 
enough money to ope tL \ 
a small flower shop 14M 
the market and many 
people went to Rima’si 
flower collection. ; 
Rima thanked the lady We 
who had led her to get 
ereen gold. 


116.Value Of Time 


Once, a king and a lazy man named ¥ 
Haria were very good friends. One Py 
morning, the king said, “Why don't ° ; 
you do work to earn some money?” , 


told everyone that I never do any work in time.” 


The kind king said, “You can go into my treasury 
and collect as much wealth as you can, till sunset.” 
Haria rushed home to tell this to his wife. She said, 
“Go and get the gold coins and gems now.” 


“I cannot go now. Give me lunch first.” 


After lunch, he took a nap for an hour. Then in the 
late afternoon, he picked some bags and went to 
the palacé; On, theway, hesfelr 
hot so he sat under a tree to 
rest. [hensiwo hours Jaren 
he got up to go but sawa 
Many. Showin s some 
magic tricks. He stopped 
toy watch ciomran hour 
again. 
When he reached the 
palace it was already 
time for. sunset., The 
palace gates had been 
shut. So Haria had losta 
golden chance because 
he had not learnt the 
value of time. 


i 
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ne WS e royal doctor and said, Give me 
Taec icine to get well. If you don’t cure, me I 
will ieill yours 


The doctor knew laziness was the main cause of the 
king’s illness. Next day the doctor gave the big 
dumbbells to him and said, “Your Majesty, you must 
swing these magic balls in your hands every 
morning and evening for an hour. Do this till your 
arms start sweating and you will start getting cured.” 


The king did this everyday not knowing that it was 
an exercise. Within a few weeks 
his body became fit and he felt 
mMiertiMand-energeucr He 
thanked the doctor and 
askedthe cure’s secret: 
The royal doctor said, 
Wout? Mayesty, “the 
magic of this cure will 
keepa youd) til you 
keep swinging these 
dumbbells. The day 
you stop you will 
became ill again.” 

The doctor had taught 
the king to keep fit 
without offending him. 


118.The Fourteenth Man 


Mohan was an .educatedajbua 
unemployed young man. So one day, | 
he decided that he would wait at the 
palace gates for the Prime Minister., 
Then he would talk to him about a job. i 
day, Mohan positioned himself at the palace gates 
to wait for the Prime Minister. 

To pass his time, Mohan started counting the 
people who went in through the gates. Throughout 
the day, he counted fourteen strangers going in. By 
evening, thirteen of them had come out. 


When the Prime Minister came out of the palace 
gates, Mohan asked for a job but unfortunately the 
Prime, Minister, said) no}-to,.iaimar 
Then Mohan mentioned that 
only thirteen .out,.of ete 
fourteen strangers had 
come out of the palace. At. 
once the Prime Minister 
ordered for a search and 
soon a man was found 
hiding in the king’s bed 
/ Chamber. He was an 
wv) enemy spy, who had 
M come to kill the king. 
The Prime Minister got 
* impressed by Mohan’s 
~~. alertness and made him 
a, the king’s bodyguard. 


119.Kanhayya’s God 
Ni 4 ‘ , Kanhayya was poor but a generous 
wm@\) man. Once he invited three of his 

a) iy i riends for lunch. But there was 
& 4 x 'f nothing left in his house to cook. So 


Sometime later, his friends reached his ren 
They spotted a grinding stone in his house witha 
floral necklace placed on it. When they enquired 
about that, Kanhayya’s wife said, “It’s your 
friend’s God. He offers him prayers by beating the 
guests with it.” 

They heard this and ran out. On the way, Kanhayya 
saw them running off. He asked his wife as to what 
had happened. She said, “They 

asked for the grinding stone. | 
refused to give it to them so 
they went away in anger.” 
Kanhayya picked it up 
and ran after them to 
give it to them. When 
his friends saw him 
coming with grinding 
stone, they remembered 
his wife’s words. So they 
foie Very* jast and 
disappeared. From that 
day no one went to his 
house for lunch and his 
wife breathed a sigh of 
relief. 


120.The Royal Gift 


Once a poor brahmin went to thes 
king and said, “Your Majesty, last 
night, I dreamt that you have been 
crowned as the king of the kings.” x 
The king felt very happy to hear this. So he ga 
thousand gold coins to the brahmin. The brahmin 
accepted the royal gift and left the palace. On the 
way home, he passed through a small forest. He 
was busy counting the coins when one of them fell 
and rolled into the thick undergrowth. He searched 
for it for hours and soon it was evening. The king 
passed by the woods on a walk. When he learnt 
that. the. brahmin sis .searchins. ior ascoinmesimce 
morning, he took away the bag of 
gold coins and said, “You have 
wasted your full day for just 
finding a single gold coin ! 
A greedy man like you 
does not desemve this< 


But the clever:brahmin 
said, “Your Majesty, I 
was searching the coin 
because I want no one 
stepping on aé royal 
gift.” 

The king was impressed 
by the clever reply and 
gifted a hundred coins 
extra to the brahmin. 


121.The World Is Round 


One day a priest’s one slipper fell 
into the river. The priest threw the 
other slipper into the water because 
he had no use for one slipper. 


SS mewes bathing in the river. He saw the slipper 
and threw it on the bank. But the slipper hit aman 
who was carrying a pot of kheer on his head. The 
pot broke and the kheer spilled on the ground. 


Suddenly a hawk swooped down and flew off with 
the slipper. As the hawk flew in the sky the slipper 
fell from his beak and into the plates of people 
who were eating in an open field. 

iewanocenr, they, threw the: slipper :ini-the>dield. 
There, aman was busy milking 

a cow. The slipper went and 
hung on one of the cow’s 
Dorn ste. Started. 
jumping around. The 
angry milkman threw 
the slipper into nearby 
a house. 

A man was sitting in 
the ?icourtyard 9 there: 
He saw the slipper. He 
mwas ethe icprtest) othe 
owner of the slipper.’ 
He thought, “My ™ 
slipper has come back . =% 
to me. The world is; 
“acdeed round.” 
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122. Elephant’s Long Trunk 


A long, long time ago, the elephants 

had a small trunk. It was not as 
long as itis now. 

One day an elephant saw a crocodile_om= a 
ariver bank. The elephant teased thé Crocodile anc 
said, “Hey, you crawling creatures, I wonder why 
you are not small like the other creatures. You are 
too long for your comfort.” 


The crocodile lost his temper at being calledea 
crawler: So he’ said; “Now Ill show you “haw 
strong acrawling creature can be!” 


So immediately the crocodile caught the elephant’s 
trunk in his mouth. The elephant cried out in pain 
and tried to pull his trunk out but 
the crocodile held on to it. Soon 
the other animals heard the 
elephant’s cries and came 
to help. They. pulled the 
elephant by the tail and 
. 4so this pulling caused 
a y.. thetrunk to be stretched 
m '#@. ong. The elephant grew 
very sad at this, but the 
animals told him the 
~~-advantages of a a long 
trunk. So-the elephant 
felt happy again. 


bang 


= Ans) 123. The Enemies 


¥ th Earlier, the mongoose used to be a 
= poisonous animal. All the animals 
‘used to fear him. 

| One day all the animals, discussed 
now all of them were troubled by the mongoose’s 
cruel attacks. It was decided that the mongoose 
was to be stopped from such acts. Then the snake 
said, “I can do this task easily.” And then the 
snake told his plan to the others. In those days, 
the snake was not a poisonous animal. The snake 
went to the mongoose and said, “My friend, I am 
here to warn you. Allthe animals arecomingina 
large group to snatch away your sack of poison.” 


“Let them come. I'll bite them to 
deat hr Le 1.0 1.8.0:0 Se 
challenged. 
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“You can fight the —m,. gags" 
i ae 
smaller animals, but ; ep == 
notethe‘langer, ones,” | 
the snake said. So the 
trusting mongoose 
gave his poison sack _ 
toi. the snake,.for 
safekeep, but the 
snake never returned 
iia Sinee then; 
the mongoose fights 
with the snake to gain 
back his poison sack. 


124.What To Buy? 


One day three penniless friends 
saw a rupee coin on the road. As the 


three of them had “seen® the? coma a9 


together, each tried to claim it. The a 
they decided that they would not fighgg' 
would buy some eatable with the money and 


share it equally. 
First one said, “I want 
tastes sweet.” 


to eat something which 


Second friend said, “But I am feeling hungry. I want 

to eat alot of things to fillup my hungry stomach.” 

At this, the third intervened and saice~ Dut aim 

feeling thirsty. We must drink something that 
would quench my thirst too.” 


An old man had seen them 
argueing. So he led them to 


a fruit shop. The old man 
took the Sripeestécns 
from them and bought a 
‘small bunch of grapes. 
He‘said,"You Can’ eau i 
because it is sweet. It is 
in large numbers as one 
of you wished and it is 


» juicy so it will quench 


your thirst. I guess you 
won't fight how.” 

The three friends agreed 
and enjoyed the’grapes. 


125. Clever Farmer 


reine asscicver farmer was 
returning home from a cattle fair. He 
bought a buffalo from there. As he 
. f passed through a dense forest, a dacoit 
came in front of him. He had a thick stick in his 
hand. He said, “Hand over all that you have.” 


The farmer got scared and gave his money to the 
dacoit. As he turned to go, the dacoit said, “Give me 
the buffalo too. Why are you taking it away?” 

The farmer handed over the buffalo’s rope to the 
dacoit: Then the farmer said, “You have taken 
everything of mine. Can you give me your stick?” 


“Why do you need it?” the dacoit enquired 7 
“My wife will be pleased that at : 
least I got a stick from the 
fain Ff , 
The dacoit gave the 
Stick tO thre” farmer 
happily. Immediately 
Pye Clever Ttariner 
started beating the 
dacoit with the stick. 
The dacoit ran off to 
save his life leaving the 
ee a lr ee ie 
Porinet a more y 
Deming oO Tie clever 
farmer saved himself / 
and his belongings too. / 


126.The Qazi’s Justice 


Once a just Qazi lived in Baghdad. 
One day a strange case was put 
before him. Three brothers came to , 
him and said, “Our father is dead™ae = 
Before his death, he said that, half of his SHOper 
would be given to the eldest brother. The secor 
brother must receive one fourth of his property and 
the youngest must be given one sixth of it. We have 
divided all the property this way. But we have 
eleven camels. How can we divide them ?” 


The, Qaziwent to, thesthree brother smneusesana 
said, “Do youxmindsifvladdemy;camehiowyous 
ecdr: 


“No, we don't,” they replied. 
Now, there were twelve 

camels. So the Qazi gave 
half of the camels to the 
eldest.» whtel aus <asi. 
Came | Seu Te negate 
second brother received ° 
one: Jourth) as inie basic 
“@ three camels. Finally 
ythe third brother got 
one sixth of twelve 
\ camels; iwhichtisstwo 
\\ |] camels. Then the Qazi 
took.» backs hes -aucn 
camels [he brotizers 
thanked the Qazi, for 
his just decision. 


127.Tit For Tat 


One day, a mango vendor stopped 

near a paan shop and thought, 

“Oh! Iwanttoeata Aah but I don’t 
have any money with me.’ 


By then, the paan seller had also seen the mango 
vendor. He thought, “Oh! Such lovely mangoes. I 
wish I could eat one of those juicy ones.” 

So the paan seller shouted out to him, “Hey, will 
you exchange a mango for a paan ?” 

The mango vendor agreed. But the paan seller 
took some rotten betel leaves and made a tiny 
paan. He gave it the mango vendor. When the 
mango vendor asked for chuna, he replied, “Go 
and rub the paan against the 

wall to get chuna.” 

tones Ian eo yj vendor 

realized that he was 
being cheated. He gave 
a green mango to the 
paan seller. On seeing 
the green mango, the 
paan seller said, “Give 
meayellow mango.” 
The mango vendor @ 
Fepiicds) Ruby your 
mango against that 
yellow painted wall and 
youll get your yellow 
mango.” 


128.The Jealous Tree 


Once a man’s feet struck against a 
large stone on a path. He picked it 
up and placed it under atree. 

A while later, a painter came to painta 
paintings under that tree"As Ne Were 
paint fell on the stone and looked like vermilion. 


Sometimes later, a flower seller sat under that 
tree to make a flower garland. When she got up to 
leave, soine flowers fell nearthe stone, [he people 
thought that the stone was some God’s idol and 
started worshipping it. 
The tree grew jealous. He thought, “People come 
to offer ‘prayers ‘tothe stone? Betorewhise tne, 
used to come to sit in my shade.” 


So» the ttree preked the stance 
and flung it far away. When 
the people came tovotfer 
prayers, they found the 
/ stone missing. They 
said, “If God has left this 
place,(them this#iplace 
must be unholy and sois 
this treen 
So they cut down the 
tree: . Withi- atseedyine 
brea:t- hy {Megh es aimee 
thought, “Ah! Now I am 
getting punished for 
being jealous.” 


J 
Ry 


129.The Intelligent Enemy 
Mee ‘ing Kalhetu was a cruel and greedy 

hs king. He had attacked many of his 
: neighbouring kingdoms and 


King Udayman of Vikramgarh. 

Once King Kalhetu had invited King Udayman to 
have lunch at his palace. King Udayman accepted 
the invitation. He went to King Kalhetu’s palace, 
but there, he was put in prison. Then King Kalhetu 
felt very happy. There were songs and dances in his 
royal court and he felt very proud indeed. Just then 
a guard came into the court and said, “Your 
Majesty, King Udayman of 

Vikramgarh has surrounded 
our kingdom with his army. 
He has attacked us. The 
man in the prison is 
not the king but an 
imposter sent by the 
clever king.” 

Now King Kalhetu had 
tOareiversin to- King 
Urdtay iam. He 
BLviniccd never fo 
attack any other 
kingdoms. He was also 
forced to grant freedom 
to other kingdoms. 


130.The Two Beggars 


Once a king saw a dirty beggar 
rubbing his back against the palace 47a 
gates. He summoned the beggar. | 
Then he asked the beggar, “Why weg 
you rubbing your back against the palais 
“Your Majesty, my back was itching, sc 
rubbing my back against the iron gates.” 
The king asked the guards to give the beggar a hot 
bath and fifty gold coins. This news soon spread 
throughout the kingdom like ajungle fire. 
A few days later, the king saw two poor and dirty 
beggars rubbing their backs against the palace gates. 
He asked them what they were doing and they replied 
that their backs were itching. The 
king called his guards and said, 
give these “bescarsn, fit 
whiplashes on their backs 
tocurethemicche 


“But, Your Majesty, you 
yee gave the other beggar 
me fifty gold coins.” 

“He. stold (ie. bar Ges 
bh; Because he was alone he 
i COUld) not *Sseraten seit 
— own back.” But you are 
two men so you can 
scratch each other’s 
| back. You are here only 
t\ out of greed.” 


{ 


131. Better Than Ministers 


One day a poor washerman loaded 
the clothes on his donkey’s back. 
Then he also sat on the donkey. On 
the way, some people laughed at him 


The washerman replied, “He is no fool, for my 
donkey is smarter than the king’s ministers!” 

Soon the washerman’s comment reached the king’s 
ears. He summoned: the washerman and asked, 
“What made you claim that your donkey was so 
smart ?” 

“Your Majesty, one day as we crossed a bridge, my 
donkey’s feet were caught in a gap between two slabs 
of wood on the bridge. Since 

Enen...cach.. ‘time . when he 
feacnes. that. spot, oe 
Crosses usthe. bridge 
carefully. But your 
ministers have been 
spending money from 
the royal treasury again 
and again but have not 
learnt that they are 
making a mistake.” 

At dthist.dhe king 
scolded his ministers 
and started keeping an 
eye on their spendings. 


132.For A Rupee 


One day Golu was passing through a 
forest at night. As he was walking, a 
gang of dacoits surrounded him. They 
had knives and daggers in their hands. FA \ lla SE 
They stood around him and then fem ieade 
shouted at Golu, “Hand over whatever you have, 
money, jewellery, everything.” 

But Golu replied fearlessly, “I won’t give you a 
single rupee. Do what you wish to.” 


The leader took out a pistol and aimed it at Golu, 
“You won’t listen, will you?” 
But strong Golu resisted them. He fought bravely but 
he was no match to them. 

So the dacoits tied him by a rope. 
Then they started to search his 
clothes. They got only a one 
rupee coin in his pocket 
and nothing else. Their 
/, leader: said, “This young 
1/ ~ man fought and resisted 
.. so much just for a single 
rupee. Wonder what will 
‘he do to protect a larger 
amount ! Now remember 
never to try and loot him 
if you see him, anywhere 
in future.” 
So they freed Golu and 
~ let him go. 


~ 


133.Who Is The Fool? 


ey ~*~ “One day Seth Kishanlal went to the 
| city. In a jewellery shop window, he 
saw areal diamond. He went inside 


ftich does that diamond cost?” 

“Two thousand rupees,” the shopkeeper replied. 
Kishanlal was a miser, so he said, “Will you sell it 
for a thousand rupees?” The shopkeeper refused. 
Kishanlal thought, “Ill go now. Ill ask for it once 
again in the evening. May be hel give it to me then.” 
SOL ie. “Cvciine. ne went back to tie 
shopkeeper and said, “Will you give me the real 
diamond for a thousand rupees ?” 
“No, actually I had only a 
single real diamond which 

I’ve already sold for five ei 
thousand rupees,” the Af 
shopkeeper said. <S 
ery the TOO: 1) ad 
diamond was_ worth 
fifty thousand and you 
sold it for just five 
thousand only!” 

“Sir, why didn't you 
buy it for two thousand 
in the morning ? Fora 
small gain you have 
incurred a heavy loss, ” 
the shopkeeper said. 


134.The Class Monitor 


All the students were excited because | a y 
they were going for a picnic. The | ye NG 
teacher called Amar and said, “Amar, I_\_} 
appoint you as the class monitor. You Magy 
must make sure that all students get into the bus i in 
a queue. No one must put their hand or head out of 
the window and keep a count of the number of 
Srucents<. 


Amar said, “Yes, maam, I'll do as you say.” 


So, everyone enjoyed and had fun on the picnic. 
Then everyone sat in the bus to go back home. 


Just then, the teacher saw Amar putting his head 

out of the window. She got angry and scolded Amar, 

“How irresponsible you are, Amar! 

I made you class monitor to 

control, “others; mbit, you 

yourself are breaking the 
rule. Shame on you!” 


But Amar bowed his 
head and said, “Maam, I 
was acting per your 
instructionss Mitwa. 
looking out to see that 
no students should be 
left behind.” 

The te awe her wie us 
embarassed for scolding 


Amar without any fault 
of his. 


135.The Three Questions 


King Mansingh had the habit of 
posing puzzles in the royal court. If 
someone could not answer them, he 
sed to give them punishments. 


came to the royal court and challenged 
him, ou must answer my three questions 
correctly or you will have to give up the throne as a 
punishment.” King Mansingh agreed. 

The man asked, “Which runs faster than the wind? 
Who helps in trouble? And which is the sweetest 
thing in the world ?” 

Neither the king nor his courtiers could answer the 
questions. Now the king feared losing his throne. 
But his clever queen told him the 
answers and said, “Promise 
me never to pose questions 
to the people.” 


The king promised and 
went to court. Then he 
gave the answers. “A 
heartistiwishes>oure 
faster than the wind. Py 
Support helps aman sil 
trouble and polite 
words are the sweetes 


in the world.” il 
The man went awa} 
eiterach earring the 
correct answers. B 


136.The Lazy Birds 


Once two birds named 


Minki lived in a nest. Both of them 
were very lazy. They always found 
excuses for not doing any work. 

Once, on a cold winter day, a chilly breeze 
blowing. There was some snowfall too. 


Rinkifana 


i 


chance, a hole was made in their nest. The cold 
breeze blew in through the hole and chilled the 
nest. Both the birds started feeling cold. Minki 
thought, “I wonder why Rinkiis so lazy ? Why is 
she not repairing the hole?” 


On the other hand, Rinki thought that Minki would 


fill the hole. Both of them 


were depending on each 


other and no one mended the hole. 


Soon snow started to fall and 


the 


chill néatly froze? tiie 


insides of their warm 


nest. The snow flakes 
entered the nest through 
the hole. The lazy birds 
started shivering with 
cold, but no one was 
active enough to work. 

In the morning both the 
birds were dead in their 
nest. They had shivered 
to death but due-to 
laziness they had not 
got up to mend the hole. 
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“, collection 
“stories. All } 
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the bedtime stories [> 


1 Picked from various sources the stories have Kings,Queens, children and \" 
animals from all walks of life. The brief tales teach without preaching and have | > 
well phrased ending which are thought provoking presented in the manner Je 
-most loved by children with easy language, flowing style and i 
colourful illustrations. This collection is bound to appeal the elders 
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7 that these tales will entertain as much as they will prove to be a learning : 
4 experience. The work is a result of sincere work and invites appreciation and I> 
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